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This  years  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  annual  session  was  an  unusual  experi- 
ment. An  extraordinary  amount  of  time  was  devoted  to  worship.  A Quaker- 
oriented  Bible  study  was  offered  at  7:00  a.m.  and  lasted  for  an  hour  (around  20 
Friends  participated  each  morning).  Silent  (or  as  some  Friends  say,  “expectant”) 
worship  began  at  8:45  a.m.  and  lasted  for  an  hour  and  a half.  This  was  followed 
by  worship  sharing  in  small  groups  that  lasted  till  noon. 

Some  felt  “on  fire”  spiritually  as  a result  of  this  increased  emphasis  on  wor- 
ship, while  other  Friends  expressed  their  discomfort  with  the  very  notion  of 
God  (they  call  themselves  “post-theists”).  The  official  Yearly  Meeting  records 
reflect  a lack  of  common  center  and  purpose.  Instead  of  describing  how  Friends 
came  to  unity  on  shared  concerns  (as  Epistles  generally  do),  this  year’s  PYM 
Epistle  samples  seemingly  random,  individualistic  reactions  to  the  Yearly  Meet- 
ing. 

I suspect  that  the  inability  or  unwillingness  to  find  a common  center  at  this 
year’s  PYM  annual  session  is  related  to  the  way  in  which  many  people  understand 
the  word  “spirituality.”  Spirituality  is  often  seen  as  something  inward  and  personal — 
as  opposed  to  social  witness  and  activism.  As  one  Friend  put  it,  “There  is  a shift  in 
monthly  meetings  and  PYM  towards  the  spiritual  (away  from  the  strictly  social 
action),  a move  towards  the  more  personal  in  ministry.”  In  defining  spirituality  as  a 
personal  matter,  Friends  lose  sight  of  what  William  Penn  observed:  “True  godliness 
[or  spirituality]  does  not  turn  men  [and  women]  out  of  the  world,  but  enables  them 
to  live  better  in  it  and  excites  their  endeavors  to  mend  it.” 

One  evidence  of  our  endeavoring  to  “mend  the  world”  was  the  revival  of 
interest  in  Quaker  environmentalism  among  PYM  Friends.  As  Joe  Morris,  clerk 
of  the  Unity  with  Nature  Committe,  points  out,  sixteen  monthly  meetings  in 
California  approved  minutes  on  climate  change.  Numerous  Western  Friends 
have  done  signficant  environmental  work  in  the  past  year  (see  p.  16).  During 
one  of  the  plenary  sessions  there  was  a panel  discussion  on  Quaker  environmen- 
tal concerns  in  which  Joe  Morris,  Kate  Carpenter,  Carl  Magruder,  Sandy  Farley 
and  I took  part.  According  to  the  minutes  of  this  session,  “responding  to  [these] 
panelists,  Friends  spoke  of  readiness  for  changes  in  their  own  lives,  of  the  guid- 
ance that  can  come  from  calculating  our  environmental  footprints,  and  of  the 
importance  of  supporting  our  children  in  the  even  more  challenging  and  sacri- 
ficial lifestyle  choices  they  will  face...”  The  discussion  and  approval  of  a climate 
minute  was  “moving  and  clearly  spirit-led.” 

The  Spirit  was  at  work  in  many  ways  among  Pacific  Yearly  Friends,  far  too 
many  to  cover  in  one  issue  of  the  magazine.  There  were  lively  interest  group 
discussions  of  everything  from  the  religious  education  of  children  to  impeach- 
ment of  President  Bush  and  Vice  President  Cheney.  If  I have  left  out  anything 
important,  please  let  me  know  so  we  can  include  it  in  a future  issue.  (For  com- 
plete minutes  and  documents  of  this  year’s  session,  see  http:// 
pacificyearlymeeting.org/2007.) 

I always  feel  invigorated  (as  well  as  challenged)  by  attending  Yearly  Meet- 
ing. Since  becoming  editor  of  Friends  Bulletin  eleven  years  ago,  I have  attended 
36  Yearly  Meeting  sessions.  My  perspectives  have  been  broadened  by  Friends 
who  care  deeply  about  racism,  sexual  discrimination,  health  care,  war,  prison 
reform,  and  many  other  concerns.  One  of  my  life’s  joys  has  been  sharing  these 
vital  concerns  with  you,  the  readers  of  Friends  Bulletin. 
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Unity  witn  Nature 

Committee 

Panel  C?iscussion  E)uring  plenary 
at  P acific  Vearly  Meeting’s 
200 7 /\nnua!  Session 


Joe  MORRIS  (Santa  Monica , CA),  Clerk  of  the  Unity  with 
Nature  Committee , clerked  this  session  on  unity  with  nature  and 
earthcare.  The  following  are  summaries  of  what  each  panelist 
said,  as  recorded  by  Jamie  Newton,  Recording  Clerk. 

Joe  Morris  told  us  emphatically  that  Friends  are  aware  of 
our  deep,  spiritual  concerns  with  the  natural  world,  and  we 
are  also  aware  of  severe  threats  to  the  earth  and  its  species. 
In  the  past  year,  sixteen  monthly  meetings  of  Pacific  Yearly 
Meeting  have  approved  minutes  on  Quaker  action  in 
response  to  global  climate  change.  This  session  of  PYM  gives 
us  an  opportunity  to  share  our  views,  our  activities,  and  our 
sense  of  what  to  do  next.  A panel  of  Friends  active  in 
earthcare  spoke  to  us. 

Anthony  Manousos  (Santa  Monica,  CA)  characterized 
himself  as  a “recovering  fossil  fuel  addict,”  increasingly  aware 
of  his  organic  connection  to  the  earth — the  earth  that  is  our 
mother,  and  is  dying.  Small  actions  do  matter — using 
clotheslines  rather  than  dryers,  and  carrying  purchases  in 
cloth  bags.  As  older  Friends  remember,  the  Quaker 
environmental  movement  was  founded  at  Pacific  Yearly 
Meeting  more  than  20  years  ago  when  Marshall  Massey 
spoke  to  PYM  on  Befriending  Creation.  Ruah  Swennerfelt 
and  Louis  Cox,  Friends  long  active  in  earthcare,  will  walk 
from  Vancouver  to  San  Diego  starting  in  November. 
Anthony  encouraged  Friends  to  support  their  efforts  and 
learn  from  them  when  they  visit  us. 


“I  gotta  live  the  life  I sing  about. . .”  Carl  MAGRUDER  (Grass 
Valley,  CA)  sang  to  us.  We  Quakers  are  inheritors  of  the 
theology  of  George  Fox,  which  holds  that  our  direct 
connection  to  the  divine  spirit  enables  us  and  compels  us  to 
live  the  truth  we  receive.  The  priest  in  Jesus’  parable  who 
passed  by  the  injured  robbery  victim  was  preserving  his  own 
purity  against  contact  with  another’s  blood,  guided  by  the 
legalistic  piety  Jesus  condemned.  Our  religious  tradition  calls 
us  away  from  legalistic  piety,  to  truth-based  action. 
Describing  his  own  experience  of  growth  through  a year  of 
conscious  traveling  ministry,  for  which  he  initially  felt  quite 
inadequate,  Carl  urged  us  to  step  out  and  do  what  we  are 
called  to  do.  Love  is  the  first  motion.  We  make  the  path  by 
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walking.  Friends’  concern  for  unity  with  nature  extends  our 
rejection  of  war  to  the  entire  biosphere.  Carl  offered  a vision: 
we  tune  the  earth,  the  conductor  raises  here  baton,  and  we 
experience  a performance  of  cosmic  beauty. 

Kate  Carpenter  (Orange  Grove,  Pasadena,  CA) 
summarized  the  history  of  the  Animal  Kinship  Committee 
(AKC)  started  by  Gracia  Fay  Ellwood  in  1992  at  Orange 
Grove  Meeting.  She  told  us  about  her  personal  journey 
toward  understanding  that  violence  to  animals  is  a violation 
of  our  peace  testimony  that  makes  animals  victims  and  also 
harms  human  health,  as  animal  processing  industries  harm 
the  biosphere.  The  death  of  Kate’s  husband,  Randy,  from  a 
heart  attack,  attributed  in  part  to  a meat-based  diet, 
strengthened  her  commitment.  The  AKC  works  within  and 
beyond  Orange  Grove  Meeting,  networking  with  others  who 
work  for  animal  rights.  Kate  concluded  with  emphasis  on 
the  massive  impacts  of  the  livestock  industry  on  global 
warming,  and  on  contamination  of  our  air  and  water. 

Rolene  Walker  (San  Francisco)  summarized  key  events 
in  the  prolonged  “environmental  holocaust”  caused  by 
expanding  human  populations  over  thousands  of  years.  Ours 
is  the  first  generation  facing  decisions  that  will  determine 
whether  the  next  few  generations  will  inherit  a world  worth 
living  in.  We  know  what  we  need  to  do.  The  question  is 
whether  we  will  have  the  will  to  do  it — and  Rolene  felt 
optimistic  that  younger  people  do  have  that  will.  Rolene 
spoke  of  her  mystical  communication  with  trees,  and  her 
awareness  of  the  symbiotic  relationship  between  humans  and 
the  three  pounds  of  bacteria  in  our  guts  that  help  us  digest 
our  food.  Beginning  with  the  new  moon  in  February,  Rolene 
and  others  will  begin  a “walk  with  earth”  from  San  Diego  to 
Chile,  carrying  alternative  technologies  for  water  purification 
and  energy.  Rolene  described  some  of  the  many  specific 
changes  individual  Friends  in  the  San  Francisco  meeting  have 
made  to  walk  more  lightly  on  the  earth.  Worldwide,  many 


positive  innovations  are  in  progress  at  many  levels.  She  urged 
us  to  plant  ten  trees,  take  ten  minutes  every  Sunday  to 
envision  a sustainable  world,  and  be  gasoline-free  in  ten  years. 

Sandy  Farley’s  (Palo  Alto,  CA)  lifelong  sense  of  integral 
connection  to  the  natural  world  extends  from  contact  with 
animals  and  plants  to  food  sources  and  Quaker  earthcare. 
Earthcare for  Children , a first-day  school  curriculum  written 
by  Sandy  and  others  and  published  by  Friends  Committee 
on  Unity  with  Nature  ten  years  ago,  is  sold  out.  An  updated 
second  edition  was  published  by  Quaker  Earthcare  Witness 
in  June  2007.  Sandy  has  discovered  that  developing  activities 
and  writing  about  earthcare  is  something  she  can  do.  With 
Tom  Farley,  Sandy  concluded  with  a dramatic  reading  of  a 
modern  Quaker  earthcare  parable  by  Marshall  Massey 
illustrating  dilemmas,  actions,  and  the  power  of  transforming 
love. 

Responding  to  our  panelists,  Friends  spoke  of  readiness 
for  changes  in  their  own  lives,  of  the  guidance  that  can  come 
from  calculating  our  environmental  footprints,  and  of  the 
importance  of  supporting  our  children  in  the  even  more 
challenging  and  sacrificial  lifestyle  choices  they  will  face — 
support  we  can  provide  most  directly  by  modeling  our  own 
conscientious  lifestyle  changes.  We  were  told  about  new 
literature  on  the  impact  on  children  isolated  from  nature, 
and  of  resources  to  connect  children  with  the  natural  world, 
a goal  that  is  already  being  pursued  by  groups  of  parents  and 
educators.  Friends  ready  for  earthcare  action  will  find  active 
allies  in  the  larger  world.  We  were  offered  a query  to  consider 
each  time  we  contemplate  a purchase  or  a trip:  “To  what 
extent  is  this  a wise  use  of  the  world’s  resources?”  A Friend 
expressed  gratitude  for  the  positive  tone  of  so  many 
expressions  we’ve  heard  this  evening,  in  contrast  to  lifestyle 
criticisms  that  are  common  among  environmentalists.  Let 
us  go  forward,  strengthened  and  uplifted  by  our  faith  and 
love.  □ 


Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  Epistles 


To  Friends  Everywhere: 

Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  met  in  August  2007  at  the  University 
of  Redlands  in  California.  This  yearly  meeting  followed  a 
year  of  discernment.  Using  queries  posed  by  Ministry  and 
Oversight,  during  this  year  we  looked  at  our  practices, 
traditions,  and  assumptions.  This  reflection  has  both 
challenged  us  in  our  response  to  the  world’s  ills  and 
reaffirmed  that  the  Spirit  is  active  within  and  among  us. 
Our  discernment  is  not  finished. 

It  has  also  allowed  us  to  look  at  our  epistle  with  fresh 
eyes,  and  try  a different  approach.  We  are  trying  to  avoid 
pious  language  and  the  self-consciously  poetic.  We  collected 


from  Friends  of  all  ages  some  thoughts  about  our  time 
together.  We  asked  Friends  two  questions: 

1.  Why  do  you  come  to  Yearly  Meeting? 

2.  What  has  been  particularly  meaningful  for  you  this  week?” 

What  has  been  meaningful: 

• Meeting  for  worship  this  morning  was  most  meaningful 
for  me.  I was  heartened  and  surprised  by  the  degree  to  which 
the  Spirit  was  moving  people  to  minister  in  Christian  terms. 
. . .Quakerism’s  original  message  was  what  was,  or  was  not, 
authentically  Christian. 


Continued  on  page  9 
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M>nute  on  Climate  Change 

Approved  by  f* aciflc  Yearly  Meeting  on  August  1 , 2005 

“The  sharing  in  response  to  this  minute  was  clearly  spirit-led  and  deeply  moving.  We  experienced  a yearning  to  become 
more  faithful  to  the  call  to  care  for  all  creation.  We  yearn  for  Spirit  to  radically  transform  our  lives.  We  are  frustrated 
because  it  seems  that  all  we  know  how  to  do  is  take  baby  steps:  change  light  bulbs  or  drive  less.  Perhaps  we  have  yet  to 
pray  hard  enough  for  the  transformation  we  seek”(  from  the  minutes  of  Plenary  IV,  Eight  Month,  1, 2007/ 

Responding  to  the  Global  Climate  Crisis 

Friends  have  come  to  realize  that  caring  for  the  Earth  is  a true  spiritual  concern.  In  the  current  Faith  and 
Practice , we  are  asked  to  “live  according  to  principles  of  right  relationship  and  right  action  within  the  larger 
whole.  Be  aware  of  the  influence  humans  have  on  the  health  and  viability  of  life  on  earth.”  Throughout  the 
Pacific  Yearly  Meeting,  a growing  number  of  individuals  and  meetings  have  taken  specific  steps  to  raise 
awareness  and  alter  behavior  in  these  regards. 

We  now  are  facing  global  climate  change,  a phenomenon  no  longer  seriously  in  doubt  within  the  scien- 
tific community.  As  a result  of  choices  we  have  made,  the  Earth  is  growing  ever  hotter,  exacerbating  weather 
extremes,  habitat  destruction,  species  extinction,  and  the  dislocation  of  human  lives.  We  recognize  that 
resource  scarcity  brings  greatest  risk  to  the  most  vulnerable  people.  It  can  also  aggravate  the  conditions  for 
war. 

These  changes  we  can  no  longer  escape  entirely.  Yet  some  of  the  harm  may  be  avoided  if  we  act  respon- 
sibly soon.  In  the  face  of  these  awesome  challenges,  we  turn  away  from  either  apathy  or  despair  toward  way 
opening  in  the  Light.  We  acknowledge  the  need  to  awaken  to  our  sacred  connection  to  life  on  this  Earth. 

We  call  for  Friends  to  examine  and  decrease  our  individual  impacts,  where  possible,  so  that  Earth’s  re- 
sources are  sustained  or  replenished.  Such  commitment  will  likely  entail  major  adjustments  in  our  pur- 
chases, diets,  transportation,  and  livelihoods. 

While  many  individual  Friends  have  progressed  toward  a more  sustainable  lifestyle,  we  must  now  move 
toward  a corporate  witness  in  our  meetings,  joining  with  and  helping  each  other,  and  also  like-minded  groups 
in  our  common  concerns. 

We  ask  all  to  stay  continually  informed  about  this  evolving  planetary  crisis  to  discern  future  actions  that 
will  become  needed.  We  appeal  to  all  Friends  to  make  this  a standing  priority  in  our  families,  meetings,  and 
communities. 

We  ask  monthly  meetings  in  the  coming  year  to  discuss  and  discern  this  minute  in  terms  of  their  appro- 
priate witness  and  action  and  for  input  at  the  annual  gathering  of  the  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  in  2008. 

We  submit  the  actions  below,  ones  implemented  in  various  meetings  within  PYM,  to  exemplify  some 
possible  first  steps  in  creating  a sustainable  way  of  life  on  a healthier  planet: 

• Engaging  in  collective  discernment  in  our  meetings  to  understand  and  reduce  human  contribution  to 
climate  change,  allowing  Spirit  to  work  among  us. 

• Reducing  meeting- wide,  personal  greenhouse  gases  at  least  10%  in  the  coming  year  through  decreased 
driving,  flying,  and  home  energy  use,  and  using  efficient  alternatives,  for  those  able  to  do  so. 

• Being  a resource,  encouraging,  and  learning  from  others  to  reduce  our  contribution  to  global  warming. 

• Networking  among  meetings  and  other  like-minded  groups,  both  religious  and  secular,  to  share  re- 
sources and  expertise. 

• Laboring  with  those  shaping  public  opinion  and  policy.  From  local  to  state,  national,  and  international 
levels,  advocating  measures  to  support  Earthcare  and  lessen  the  occasion  for  war. 

• Through  personal  participation  and  public  policy,  working  to  promote  environmental  justice  and  as- 
sist the  most  vulnerable. 
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EarthLight 

AND  THE  REBIRTH 

of  the  Quaker  Environmental 
Movement  in  California 

A presentation  given  at  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 
by  Anthony  Manousos 
Santa  Monica  (CA)  Friends  Meeting 


Many  Friends  consider  2007  to  be  the  20th  anniversary 
of  Quaker  Earthcare  Witness  (QEW)  and  the 
Quaker  environmental  movement.  But  those  of  us  west  of 
the  Rockies  believe  that  the  Quaker  environmental  move- 
ment started  a couple  of  years  earlier  at  Pacific  Yearly 
Meeting’s  annual  session.  And  many  feel  that  Quaker  envi- 
ronmentalism is  reviving  in  the  West  (or  at  least  in  Califor- 
nia) after  a period  of  waning  enthusiasm. 

The  “official”  history  of  the  Quaker  environmental 
movement  (as  reported  in  Friends  Journal,  November  2004) 
is  that  it  was  born  at  Friends  General  Conference  in  1987. 
During  the  1987  FGC  Gathering  at  Oberlin  College  in 
Ohio  a Colorado  environmentalist  named  Marshall  Massey 
delivered  a plenary  address  calling  for  Friends  to  recognize 
the  global  environmental  crisis  as  a spiritual  concern.  Par- 
ticipants in  a weeklong  workshop  on  environmental  con- 
cerns, led  by  Bill  and  Alice  Howenstine,  were  energized  by 
this  speech  and  decided  the  time  had  come  to  carry  a Quaker 
environmental  witness  to  national  and  international  levels. 
Dozens  of  Friends  from  the  Gathering  showed  up  for  a 
meeting  that  eventually  led  to  the  creation  of  what  is  now 
known  today  as  Quaker  Earthcare  Witness. 

But  the  first  “flaring  forth”  of  Marshall’s  prophetic  wit- 
ness actually  occurred  two  years  earlier  at  Pacific  Yearly 
Meeting’s  annual  session  at  La  Verne  College  in  La  Verne, 
CA. 

Marshall  was  not  widely  known  outside  of  Colorado 
until  he  was  “discovered”  by  Shirley  Ruth,  who  was  then 
serving  as  editor  of  Friends  Bulletin , the  official  publication 
of  Western  unprogrammed  Friends.  Shirley  was  so  impressed 
by  Marshall  that  she  encouraged  Pacific  YM  to  invite  him 
to  its  annual  session  in  1985.  There  Marshall  spoke  with 
great  passion  about  the  environmental  crisis,  and  many 
Friends  responded  with  uncharacteristic  fervor. 

Not  all  Friends  were  impressed  with  Marshall’s  prophetic 
words,  but  many  became  convinced  that  environmental  con- 
cerns should  be  taken  as  seriously  as  the  abolition  of  slavery 


and  nuclear  weapons.  Together  Massey  and  another  Friends 
Bulletin  editor  Bob  Schutz  helped  to  launch  EarthLight 
magazine  (about  which  I’ll  say  more  later)  as  well  as  the 
Friends  in  Unity  with  Nature  Committee,  later  renamed 
Quaker  Earthcare  Witness  (QEW). 

Pacific  Yearly  Meeting’s  Unity  with  Nature  Commit- 
tee (UWN)  has  had  its  ups  and  downs  over  the  years.  The 
sizzling  summer  of 2006,  when  the  reality  of  global  warm- 
ing finally  penetrated  the  American  consciousness,  was  in 
many  ways  the  Committee’s  nadir.  Many  Friends  came  to 
PYM’s  2006  annual  session  deeply  distressed  by  A1  Gore’s 
documentary  film  An  Inconvenient  Truth  and  were  eagerly 
looking  forward  to  a plenary  session  focusing  on  the  envi- 
ronmental crisis.  Imagine  our  shock  and  dismay  when  the 
clerk  of  UWNC  proposed  that  this  committee  be  laid  down 
because  interest  in  the  committee  had  waned  and  no  one 
wanted  to  serve  as  clerk! 

Fortunately,  Joe  Morris,  a retired  college  professor  from 
Santa  Monica,  CA,  Meeting,  stepped  into  the  breach  and 
agreed  to  take  the  job  that  no  one  else  wanted.  Over  the 
past  year  his  good  sense  and  tireless  efforts  have  revitalized 
the  Quaker  environmental  movement  in  California.  He 
helped  to  craft  a minute  on  global  warming  that  has  be- 
come the  most  widely  discussed  and  seasoned  minute  that 
I have  seen  or  heard  of  during  my  20  years  as  a California 
Friend.  Sixteen  meetings  have  approved  versions  of  this 
minute,  and  it  was  also  approved  by  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 
during  a deeply  spiritual  session.  More  importantly,  Friends 
are  changing  their  behavior  in  significant  ways.  Here  are 
some  signs  of  change: 

• The  clerk  of  Friends  Bulletin,  Stephen  Matchett  (San  Fran- 
cisco, CA),  refrains  from  traveling  by  car  and  plane;  in- 
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T he  Spirit  at  Work 
Among  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 
Friends 


Vanessa  Julye  attended  PYM  for  the  second  year  in  a row. 
Vanessa  has  been  working  for  several  years  with  FGC  Com- 
mittee for  Ministry  on  Racism  and  with  Central  Philadelphia 
Monthly  Meeting  on  issues  of  racism.  Vanessa  led  an  interest 
group,  met  with  invididuals,  and  spoke  at  one  of  the  plenary 
sessions.  She  explained  how  FGC’s  five-year  plan  includes  try- 
ing to  eradicate  racism  in  the  Society  of  Friends.  In  April  2008 
FGC  is  sponsoring  a consultation  for  Friends  of  Color  in  the 
Midwest.  In  her  travels  she  has  found  that  there  are  very  few 
Friends  of  color  in  most  meetings,  and  they  feel  very  isolated. 
Bringing  them  together  is  meaningful.  She  asked  PYM 
attenders  to  help  publicize  The  Fellowship  of  Friends  of  African 
Descent,  which  hosts  a gathering  every  year. 

Rolene  Walker  (San  Francisco,  CA),  seen  at  right  with  Oliver 
Ryder  (La  Jolla,  CA,  Meeting),  plans  to  do  a 6,000-mile  “Walk 
with  the  Earth”  from  San  Francisco  to  Santiago,  Chile  in  2008. 
Environmental  as  well  as  other  Quaker  concerns  will  be  high- 
lighted during  her  two-year  trek.  For  more  information  see 
walkwithe  arth . org . 

Robert  Broz  (son  of  Carmen  Broz)  and  Marion  Newton 
manage  a table  promoting  teen  trips  to  El  Salvador  sponsored 
by  Palo  Alto  (CA)  Meeting’s  El  Salvador  Project.  Their  website 
explains:  “To  promote  social  awareness,  we  have  arranged  for 
annual  teen  summer  trips  to  El  Salvador  to  teach  American 
teens  about  our  work  and  life  in  a third-world  country.  Our 
first  delegation  came  to  El  Salvador  in  July  2006  and  this  has 
sparked  interest  with  other  teens  from  California.  A trip  for 
any  youth  to  a third-world  country  is  a life  changing  experi- 
ence as  one  learns  how  the  majority  of  the  world  really  lives. 
Intercultural  exchange  between  Salvadoran  youths  and  our  teen 
group  has  been  very  inspiring  and  easily  cut  through  common 
language  barriers.  Our  first  group  of  teens  are  now  planning  a 
three  to  four  week  work  camp  trip  to  El  Salvador  for  the  sum- 
mer of  2008.”  For  more  information,  see  http:// 
www.pafmelsalvadorprojects.org/teentrips.htm 

Ruth  Frazer  and  Ruth  Flowers  at  the  table  for  the  Friends 
Committee  on  National  Legislation  (FCNL),  a national  Quaker 
lobbying  group  based  on  Washington,  DC.  FCNL  is  the  larg- 
est peace  lobby  as  well  as  the  oldest  religious  lobby  in  Wash- 
ington, DC.  Founded  in  1943  by  members  of  the  Religious 
Society  of  Friends  (Quakers),  FCNL  staff  and  volunteers  work 
with  a nationwide  network  of  tens  of  thousands  of  people  from 
many  different  races,  religions,  and  cultures  to  advocate  social 
and  economic  justice,  peace,  and  good  government  For  more 
information,  see  http://www.fcnl.org/index.htm. 
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VegetarianFriends.net  is  the  publisher  of  the 
monthly  joumalThe  Peaceable  Table.  We  are 
dedicated  to  providing  inspiration  and  support 
for  Quakers  and  other  people  of  faith  in  the 
practice  of  love  for  animals , and  a vegetarian 
diet.  This  journal  is  a project  of  the  Animal 
Kinship  Commitee  of  Orange  Grove  Friends 
Meeting , Pasadena,  CA. 


Presentation  by  Kate  Carpenter 
clerk  of  the  Animal  Kinship  Committee  of 
Orange  Grove  Meeting  (Pasadena,  CA) 
at  the  Unity  with  Nature  Plenary 
at  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting,  July  31, 2007 

We  live  in  very  troubled  times.  We  know  that  the  grow- 
ing environmental  crisis  and  climate  change  threaten 
life  on  planet  earth.  Faith  and  Practice  has  advices  and  que- 
ries on  Harmony  with  Creation  (p  51). 

Do  I consider  the  damage  I might  do  to  the  Earth’s 
vulnerable  system  in  choices  I make  of  what  I do,  what 
I buy,  and  how  I spend  my  time? 

Does  our  way  of  life  threaten  the  viability  of  life  on 
Earth? 

My  response  to  these  queries  is  to  talk  about  my  in- 
volvement with  the  Animal  Kinship  Committee  at  Orange 
Grove  Meeting.  In  the  early  1990s,  I was  unaware  of  the 
conditions  of  animals  in  animal  agribusiness.  I was  unaware 
of  the  health  advantages  of  a plant-based  diet.  I was  un- 
aware that  people  were  starving  in  other  countries  because 
we  in  America  and  other  wealthy  countries  feed  grain  to 
cattle  and  not  to  people.  I certainly  wasn’t  aware  that  ani- 
mal agribusiness  hurts  the  environment  and  contributes  to 
global  warming.  The  Animal  Kinship  Committee,  then 
called  the  Animal  Husbandry  Committee,  had  already  been 
started  by  long-time  member,  Gracia  Fay  Ellwood,  in  1992. 
I was  a well-intentioned  person  trying  to  follow  the  Light, 
but  I wasn’t  listening  to  this  message. 

Then  in  July  1995,  my  husband,  Randy,  died  suddenly 
from  a massive  heart  attack,  which  I now  know  was  linked 
to  the  meat-based  diet  our  family  had  been  eating.  I was 
widowed  and  our  son,  Arthur,  then  eleven,  lost  his  father. 
Randy  was  very  devoted  to  Arthur,  and  they  had  a very  close 
relationship.  Randy  was  also  a loving  and  devoted  husband. 
The  shock  of  Randy’s  death  started  me  thinking  about  diet 
and  health,  and  during  the  next  year  I read  John  Robbins’ 
Diet  For  A New  America.  Robbins  talks  about  the  suffering 
endured  by  chickens,  pigs,  and  cows  in  modern  factory  farms, 
how  animal  agribusiness  pollutes  the  environment,  how  the 
meat  and  dairy  industries  unethically  promote  their  prod- 
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ucts,  and  how  a diet  heavy  with  animal  products  threatens 
one’s  health.  So  Randy’s  death,  knowing  Gracia  Fay,  and 
reading  Diet  For  A New  America  started  me  thinking  and 
feeling.  My  eyes  and  heart  were  opened,  and  I realized  that 
I needed  to  be  a vegetarian.  I joined  the  Animal  Kinship 
Committee  (AK  Committee)  in  about  1996.  Since  that  time, 
I have  gradually  moved  to  becoming  a vegan. 

We  on  AK  are  trying  to  take  the  animals’  point  of  view, 
to  imagine  ourselves  in  the  animals’  place.  How  would  we 
feel  if  our  babies  were  taken  away  from  us?  How  would  we 
feel  if  we  were  made  to  live  in  close  confinement  in  cages 
our  whole  lives,  until  we’re  taken  to  be  killed?  We  humans 
have  all  the  power,  and  the  animals  are  powerless.  From  iden- 
tifying with  these  victims  in  their  suffering,  we  on  AK  have 
come  to  believe  that  violence  to  animals  is  a violation  of  our 
Peace  Testimony.  Over  the  years,  the  AK  Committee  has 
tried  to  raise  consciousness  at  Orange  Grove  about  all  these 
issues  relating  to  animals. 

We  also  do  work  beyond  Orange  Grove.  One  of  our 
major  projects  is  the  free  illustrated  on-line  journal,  The 
Peaceable  Table  (www.vegetarianfriends.net),  for  Quakers 
and  other  people  of  faith,  now  starting  its  fourth  year  of 
publication.  We  have  about  300  subscribers,  many  of  them 
from  other  denominations.  (Actually  we  really  don’t  know 
how  many  people  are  accessing  The  Peaceable  Table .)  It  is 
wonderful  to  get  an  email  back  from  a Christian  in  the 
Midwest,  a Buddhist  in  New  Mexico,  or  a Quaker  in  En- 
gland or  Australia  or  South  Africa  saying  he  or  she  is  so 
glad  to  have  found  us.  Also,  there  are  friends  of  animals 
who  don’t  identify  with  any  organized  religious  group  who 
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read  our  journal. 

Another  major  project  is  producing  and  distributing  a 
free  illustrated  booklet  entitled  “Are  Animals  Our  Neigh- 
bors?” and  subtitled  “Taking  the  View  From  Below.”  This 
essay  first  appeared  in  Friends  Journal  in  April  2005.  Since 
then  there  have  been  several  editions,  including  a new  one 
in  Spanish.  Friends  Bulletin  also  devoted  an  issue  to  this 
topic  in  April  2005. 

AK  networks  with  other  organizations,  such  as  the 
Christian  Vegetarian  Association,  Jews  for  Animal  Rights, 
the  Theosophical  Order  of  Service,  and  Farm  Animal  Re- 
form Movement  (FARM  was  founded  by  a survivor  of  the 
Warsaw  ghetto  who  saw  and  felt  the  link  between  his  own 
hellish  suffering  and  that  of  present-day  farmed  animals). 
We  table  for  these  organizations  at  fairs  and  conferences, 
where  we  also  offer  our  own  “Are  Animals  Our  Neighbors?” 
booklet.  We  always  say  we ’re  Quakers,  which  resonates  with 
people  because  they  expect  Quakers  to  be  leaders  in  move- 
ments of  compassion  and  justice.  At  the  San  Diego  Earth 
Fair  in  April  2007  and  the  FARM  Animal  Rights  Conven- 
tion in  Los  Angeles  (mid-July  2007),  we  were  pleased  to  see 
how  many  people  are  interested  in  and  happy  to  see  the  con- 
nections being  made  between  religion  and  animals. 

I want  to  return  to  the  issue  of  farmed  animals  as  a ma- 
jor threat  to  the  environment.  From  the  beginning,  AK  has 
spoken  about  livestock’s  contribution  to  global  warming,  but 
in  the  last  year,  this  threat  has  become  clearer  and  more 
ominous.  The  United  Nations  Food  and  Agriculture  Orga- 
nization (FAO)  published  a new  report  in  November  2006 
entitled  Livestock’s  Long  Shadow.  According  to  the  report, 
the  livestock  sector  generates  more  greenhouse  gas  emis- 
sions worldwide  than  all  forms  of  transportation  combined. 
The  livestock  sector  is  also  a major  source  of  the  poisoning 
of  land  and  water.  To  make  the  situation  worse,  global  meat 
production  is  projected  to  more  than  double  by  2050.  At 
the  convention  I just  attended,  I heard  the  Mad  Cowboy, 
Howard  Lyman  (see  note  below),  say,  “A  vegan  driving  a 
Hummer  produces  less  greenhouse  gases  than  an  omnivore 
riding  a bicycle.”  I realize  that  we  all  are  caught  up  in  struc- 
tural evils,  and  it  can  be  very  difficult  to  change  these  sys- 
tems. Although  some  of  us  have  succeeded  in  lightening 
our  transportation  footprint,  all  of  us  have  the  power  to  reach 
for  plant-based  food  rather  than  food  from  animals. 

In  closing  I offer  the  words  of  Alice  Walker:  “The  ani- 
mals of  the  world  exist  for  their  own  reasons.  They  were  not 
made  for  humans  any  more  than  black  people  were  made 
for  whites  or  women  were  created  for  men.”D 

A Word  about  Howard  Lyman:  Howard  Lyman  is  a fourth- 
generation  Montana  cattle  rancher  turned  vegetarian , then  ve- 
gan, who  had  a personal  transformation  after  a spinal  tumor 
almost  killed  him.  In  1 996,  he  was  on  The  Oprah  Winfrey 
Show  warning  that  mad  cow  disease  was  coming  to  America. 


He  and  Oprah  were  sued  by  offended  cattlemen  who  charged  them 
with  food  disparagement.” After  a long,  six-year  court  battle , 
Lyman  and  Oprah  won.  An  outspoken  critic  of  the  meat  indus- 
try, Lyman  is  a congressional  lobbyist,  animal  rights  activist , 
environmentalist,  and  founder  of  the  non-profit,  “ Voice  for  a 
Viable  Future.  ” In  his  first  book,  Mad  Cowboy  (1 998),  he  de- 
scribes his  transformation  and  growth  in  compassion for  humans, 


“PYM  Epistle”  continued  from  page  4 


• I was  comforted  to  find  that  so  many  friends  came  together  in 
an  interest  group  to  explore  a post-theist  orientation  to  being 
Quaker — struggling  with  language  to  express  their  love  of  Spirit 
that  is  not  dependent  on  any  single  religious  tradition. 

• Worship  sharing  is  most  meaningful  because  you  bare  your 
soul  and  you  know  it’s  contained  within  that  group.  You  build 
trust  and  get  to  know  each  other.  You  find  out  that  people 
are  amazing.  You  build,  within  that  group,  a sense  of 
community. 

• There  is  a shift  in  monthly  meetings  and  PYM  toward  the 
spiritual  (away  from  the  strictly  social  action),  a move  towards 
the  more  personal  in  ministry. 

• The  Unity  with  Nature  minute  asked  us  to  make  significant 
changes  in  our  lives  in  response  to  global  warming. 

• I think  in  the  year  of  reflection  we  had  a “quietist  period.” 
Turning  inward  to  discern,  we  did  so,  diminishing  our 
awareness  and  response  to  the  larger  issue  of  Iraq  and 
elsewhere.  I find  that  surprising,  given  our  peace  testimony. 
Our  look  inward  has  been  valuable,  but  it  came  at  a price. 

• I have  been  aware  this  week  of  how  much  gay,  lesbian,  and 
transgender  Friends  carry  much  of  the  work  and  bring  great 
spiritual  richness  to  our  gathering. 

• As  a gay  man,  to  hear  of  a Meeting  which  is,  at  least  in 
name,  Quaker  deciding  they  will  have  nothing  to  do  with 
any  organization  accepting  gay  and  lesbian  people  saddens 
me  greatly.  What  happened  to  our  equality  testimony?  What 
happened  to  seeking  that  of  God  in  everyone? 

• When  we  were  sitting  together  trying  to  write  our  epistle, 
we  were  having  a hard  time  understanding  each  other,  but 
in  the  last  15  minutes  the  adults  left  and  we  got  a draft. 

• I observed  that  the  Junior  Yearly  Meeting  Plenary  is  more 
centered  than  the  adult  plenary.  The  JYMers  are  less  invested 
in  their  own  opinions,  and  don’t  wax  eloquently. 

• This  morning  in  worship  I was  reminded  through  the  rich 
vocal  ministry  of  many  Friends,  that  we  need  to  keep  open 
minds,  open  hearts,  and  open  arms.  We  don’t  know  from 
whom  we  may  receive  the  blessings  of  the  Spirit. 

Why  we  come  to  Yearly  Meeting: 

• I come  to  PYM  to  be  a part  of  a supportive  community 
where  I’m  free  to  express  my  own  opinions  and  be  myself 
without  judgment. 


Continued  on  p.  14 
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Taking  Back  Jesus 

by  John  Pixley 
Claremont  (CA)  Meeting 


Last  fall,  a young  man  whom  I hired  as  an  attendant 
would  often  show  up  to  work  wearing  a blue  hooded 
sweatshirt,  on  the  front  of  which  he  had  sewn  a picture  of  a 
Hindu  goddess.  I was  intrigued  by  this  and  told  him  I 
thought  it  was  cool.  He  suggested  that  I have  a picture  of 
Jesus  Christ  sewn  onto  the  bib  of  my  overalls.  “That’d  be 
dope!”  he  enthused. 

Jesus  on  my  bibs!  That  would  be  cool,  if  not  dope,  I 
thought.  Those  who  know  me  know  that  overalls  are  what  I 
wear,  that  they  are  very  much  a part  of  my  life.  Jesus  is  also  a 
big  part  of  my  life.  Most  likely  because  of  my  significant,  in- 
your-face  disability,  I have  long  been  attracted  to  his  mes- 
sage of  love  for  the  different,  the  outsider,  even  the  enemy. 
Why  not  have  Jesus,  whom  I admire — indeed,  love — and 
try  to  honor  in  how  I live  my  life,  close  to  me,  on  my  bib, 
and  for  all  the  world  to  see? 

But  then  I got  worried.  If  I went  around  sporting  a pic- 
ture of  Jesus,  people  would  get  the  wrong  idea  about  me. 
Never  mind  that  they  would  think  I was  out  to  convert,  or 
“save,”  the  world.  People  would  think  I am  a right-wing  fun- 
damentalist nut. 

People  would  see  me  with  my  picture  of  Jesus  and  think 
I was  saying  that  women  shouldn’t  be  able  to  get  abortions, 
that  gays  and  lesbians  are  bad,  that  it  is  not  only  acceptable 
but  honorable  to  go  to  and  also  start  war,  that  it  is  okay  to 
torture  people. 

This  is  what  many  people  think  of  when  they  think  of 
Jesus — or  at  least  of  Christianity.  The  sad,  shameful  fact  is 
that  Jesus  has  been  taken  by  conservative  Christians,  the 
Christian  right,  and  used  as  their  exclusive  spokesman.  This 
man  who  preached  and  demonstrated  radical  love  and  in- 
clusiveness, who  showed  it  to  the  world,  has  been  hijacked 
and  made  to  say  that  women  and  gays  shouldn’t  have  equal 
rights,  that  war  is  good,  that  torture  is  fine. 

Jesus  has  been  made  to  say  and  condone  things  that  he 
never  said  and  condoned.  How  else  can  President  Bush,  who 
is  against  same-sex  marriage  and  a woman’s  right  to  have 
control  over  her  own  body  and  life  and  who  sanctions  war 
and  torture  (not  to  mention  the  death  penalty),  claim  not 
only  to  be  a Christian  but  also  that  Jesus  is  his  most-ad- 
mired philosopher? 

It  is  bad  enough  that  this  gives  Jesus  and  Christianity  a 
bad  name.  Earlier  this  year,  I saw  Jesus  Camp , a documen- 
tary about  a summer  camp  for  Christian  fundamentalist  kids, 
and  I was  struck  by  how  the  audience  at  the  college  screen- 
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ing  was  laughing.  While  much  of  what  is  said  in  the  film  is 
outrageous  and  funny,  I came  away  very  concerned  that  Jesus 
has  become  a laughing-stock. 

Jesus  has  also  been  used  in  other  hurtful  ways.  Since  I 
was  a young  child,  people  have  stopped  me  on  the  sidewalk 
to  tell  me  that  if  I believe  in  Jesus,  I will  be  healed.  I have 
even  been  told  that  I will  walk  if  I pray  to  Jesus!  The  mes- 
sage is  less  about  Jesus  and  more  of  a judgment — that,  in 
being  disabled  and  in  a wheelchair,  I am  sick  or  not  a com- 
plete, whole  person  and  in  need  of  healing  and  not  worthy 
(at  least  in  their  eyes,  if  not  Jesus’)  until  I am  healed. 

I have  no  doubt  that  all  of  these  people  are  quite  sincere 
and  well-intentioned,  which  makes  what  they  do  with  Jesus 
all  the  more  disturbing.  (Indeed,  the  director  of  Jesus  Camp 
said  at  the  screening  I attended  that  Christian  fundamen- 
talists have  embraced  the  film.)  Is  it  any  wonder  that,  espe- 
cially as  a disabled  and  now  gay  man,  I have  become  wary  of 
Jesus  or  at  least  talk  of  him?  I am  sad  to  say  that  I am  all  but 
ashamed  to  say  that  I love  Jesus.  I notice  this,  for  example, 
when  I’m  with  my  gay  friends,  and  they  get  frightened  and 
angry  when  I mention  Jesus.  This  is  a tragedy. 

I wonder  how  many  other  people  who  would  otherwise 
consider  themselves  Christians  have  been  scared  off  or  driven 
away  from  Jesus  by  the  way  he  has  been  appropriated  and 
represented  in  these  ways.  Could  this  be  why  some  or  many 
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John  Pixley 


sive  love,  would  like  it.D 


of  us  in  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 
feel  more  at  home  with  our  safe, 
warm  universalism  than  with 
what  at  least  I see  as  the  old- 
time,  Christo-centric  Quaker- 
ism of  George  Fox? 

It  is  time  to  take  back  Jesus. 
I want  to  embrace  him  as  the 
man  of  peace  and  love  that  he 
truly  was.  Indeed,  I want  to  wear 
him  and  show  him  off  proudly 
on  my  gay,  disabled  body.  I 
daresay  that  he,  with  his  world- 
changing message  of  all-inclu- 


f* erfect  Y eace 

by  Daryl  Belcher 

( Written  for  John  Pixley s birthday  on  8/1/07) 

Peace  is  released  when  we  least  expect  it 
I think  the  increase  of  the  peace  is  perfected 
By  our  understanding  of  the  demanding  world 
Undermining  a loving  kindness  unfurled 
When  we  see  the  greed  and  believe  we  are  not 
worth 

More  than  the  grief  we  see  here  on  earth 
When  the  spirit  adheres  to  the  fears  and  the 
struggle 

Of  this  life’s’  strife  appearing  to  puzzle 

Even  the  optimist  resisting  the  doubt 

Our  lives  can  drive  the  differences  out 

And  believe  we  are  free  from  the  pain  we  are  in 

As  we  perceive  and  believe  in  the  same  human 

Hardship  when  our  ship  sails  to  new  lands 

Apart  from  the  worry  confirming  we  can 

Overcome  the  one  obstacle  of  living 

This  is  to  live  life  giving  forgiving 

To  ourselves  with  accepting  and  perfecting  peace 

As  we  please  connect  to  the  poor  in  the  streets 

As  we  agree  there  are  people  rejected  by  man 

Misunderstanding  we  are  affected  rather  than 

Respect  a love  above  over  hate 

Turning  it  into  a compassionate 

Day  of  devotion  for  the  love  we  share 

Carries  across  oceans  with  the  emotion  to  care 

As  we  effectively  let  increasing  love 

Perfect  a peace  releasing  enough 

Respect  to  please  decrease  the  wrong 

Agreeing  we  need  to  at  least  belong... 


Clerk’s  Minute 

Pacific  Yearly  Meeting,  2007 

What  a joy  it  has  been  to  serve  as  your  Presiding  Clerk 
at  our  annual  sessions  this  year!  One  Friend  spoke  in  Meeting 
for  Worship  about  being  on  fire!  Another  talked  of  being 
swept  away  by  the  Holy  Spirit.  These  are  strong  words  to 
describe  an  even  stronger  spiritual  renewal  for  which  the 
word  “discernment”  seems  hardly  adequate.  Your  Clerk  senses 
a strong  Spirit  within  the  Yearly  Meeting,  a renewed  desire 
to  live  our  radical  faith,  unhindered  by  priests,  pastors,  or 
other  intermediaries  as  we  minister  to  each  other,  seeking  to 
know  more  clearly  what  Spirit  requires  of  us. 

We  have  sought  this  week  to  be  present  to  each  other  in 
new  spiritual  ways  and  we  have  deepened  our  worship  by 
extending  the  time  we  gave  ourselves  to  worship.  This  Clerk 
believes  that  our  increased  time  in  worship  has  allowed  us 
to  do  our  business  in  new  ways  with  a renewed  trust  in  each 
other,  relinquishing  a little  of  our  need  to  hold  things  too 
tightly. 

The  Eyes  Wide  Open  exhibit  outside  our  plenary  room 
reminded  me  and  others  of  our  real  work  in  the  world.  One 
piece  of  our  real  work  was  clear  when  the  Reading  Clerk 
read  a minute  from  a Friends  Meeting  that  called  for  the 
exclusion  of  gays  and  lesbians  and  their  supporters. 
Immediately  after  this,  the  Reading  Clerk  read  from  the  2007 
epistle  of  Friends  for  Lesbian,  Gay,  Bisexual,  Transgender, 
and  Queer  Concerns  (FLGBTQC).The  very  real  differences 
between  Friends  could  not  have  been  clearer.  As  your  Clerk, 
I was  so  proud  when  one  Friend  rose  to  speak  of  PYM’s 
commitment  to  radical  inclusion  and  as  I looked  about  the 
room  the  sense  of  the  Meeting  reflected  that  clarity.  We  value, 
seek,  and  encourage  diversity  while  at  the  same  time  knowing 
that  our  imperfections  mean  we  can  always  do  better!  We 
were  certainly  blessed  by  the  presence  of  Vanessa  Julye  from 
the  Committee  for  Ministry  on  Racism  for  Friends  General 
Conference.  She  ministered  to  us  and  encouraged  us  to 
identify  and  eliminate  the  beliefs  and  structures  that  divide 
us. 

Our  faith  in  continuing  revelation  and  our  desire  to  live 
our  radical  faith  gave  several  of  our  committees  the  courage 
to  use  projectors  and  posted  copies  as  our  way  of  trying  to 
have  less  of  an  impact  on  our  planet.  Sometimes  it  was 
successful,  sometimes  not.  Staying  open  to  continuing 
revelation  means  we  must  stay  open  to  change  and  acceptance 
of  our  imperfections.  Yet  as  we  moved  forward  I was 
reminded  all  week  of  the  organizations  we  have  given  birth 
to  in  this  Yearly  Meeting.  I believe  that  our  independent 
Spirit  has  given  us  courage  to  try  new  things,  hold  new  ideas, 
and  welcome  new  ways.  As  we  move  into  the  future,  will  we 
continue  to  hold  such  courage? 


Continued  on  page  14 
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Claire  Gorfinkel  at  AFSC  “ Eyes  Wide  Open”  exhibit 
showing  boots  of  soldiers  and  shoes  of  Iraqis  killed  in  Iraq 
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“ Clerk's  Epistle , ” continued  from  page  9 

As  your  Clerk,  I mirror  the  concerns  many  of  us  have 
about  our  structure.  Can  we  find  a way  to  bring  Young 
Friends  and  Junior  Yearly  Meeting  into  our  plenaries,  our 
worship,  and  our  processes?  I began  this  week  by  asking  for 
some  rules  from  every  PYM  member  and  attender,  rules 
designed  to  keep  us  in  community.  As  I traveled  around  the 
Yearly  Meeting  this  year  I saw  a pervasive  myth  that  Friends 
don’t  have  any  rules.  While  it  is  true  that  our  faith  is  without 
rules,  our  Discipline  is  a set  of  rules  and  practices  regarding 
our  structures  and  procedures.  Our  Faith  and  Practice  rets 
up  the  context  for  our  faith  community.  Our  PYM 
community  cannot  long  exist  without  a way  to  settle  conflicts 
and  reaffirm  our  community’s  importance  in  our  life. 

So  now  on  this  last  day,  I urge  you  to  take  what  fire  and 
light  you  have  found  here  back  to  your  Monthly  and 
Quarterly  Meetings.  Our  annual  sessions  will  have  been 
important  only  if  as  a result  of  your  being  here  your  Meeting 
catches  fire.  This  desire  to  live  our  radical  faith  must  catch 
fire  in  your  Meeting.  Urge  folks  to  come  to  Yearly  Meeting 
and  urge  your  representatives  to  bring  your  concerns  to 
Representative  Committee  in  March.  The  glow  of  this  fire 
might  then  enlighten  a world  that  sorely  needs  Friends  to 
help  heal  wounds  and  care  for  our  Earth. 

Yours  in  Friendship, 

Joe  Franko,  Presiding  Clerk 

“ Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  Epistle,  " continued  from  page  9 

• I come  to  find  out  what  Friends  are  thinking  now  and 
what  is  our  response  to  what  is  happening  in  the  world. 

• I particularly  enjoy  the  community  and  the  authenticity  of 
the  people  involved,  because  in  normal  conversation  the  social 
boundaries  and  limits  strictly  govern  a person’s  conduct 
socially.  Here  social  relationships  are  not  governed  by 
convention,  but  governed  by  the  individual  person. 

• I like  playing  with  Legos.  I do  it  with  the  group  and 
sometimes  by  myself. 

• I like  swimming  and  playing  with  my  friends. 

• I like  taking  care  of  dogs,  cats,  dinosaurs,  and  pterodactyls — 
and  my  family. 

• We  speak  with  many  voices.  The  questions  we  have  raised 
continue  to  be  provocative.  We  have  work  to  do:  to  become 
closer  across  age  lines,  to  craft  our  corporate  witness  about 
earth  care,  to  explore  our  testimony  on  equality,  to  worship 
without  cell  phones  ringing,  to  care  for  our  children  who  are 
“already  Quakers,  not  just  future  Quakers,”  to  be  the  beloved 
community. 

• We  worship,  and  work  and  play  with  our  friends.  We  come, 
Friend,  to  walk  with  you. 

Yours  in  Friendship , 

Joe  Franko , Presiding  Clerk 


PYM  Young  Friends  Epistle 

This  year’s  gathering  took  place  at  the  University  of 
Redlands,  in  Redlands,  CA,  and  it  was  hot. . . seriously  it  was 
really  hot.  The  high  temperatures  encouraged  use  of  the 
university’s  pool  as  much  as  possible.  Something  we  struggled 
with  this  gathering  were  our  small  numbers.  Many  of  those 
who  we  feel  a deep  connection  with  are  not  present.  Less 
than  20  Young  Friends  filtered  slowly  in  over  the  week.  We 
hypothesize  this  may  be  because  of  jobs,  lack  of  time,  or 
forgetting  what  it  is  to  be  here  together.  We  struggled  with 
how  to  remind  each  other  of  the  proclaimed  joy  we  find 
while  being  among  friends. 

However,  despite  our  small  numbers  we  were  mighty. 
We  spent  time  with  JYM  playing  Capture  the  Flag  and 
running  Respectful  Relationships,  where  there  was  a sharing 
of  information  in  a safe  environment,  as  well  as  participating 
in  a meeting  for  healing  and  hanging  out  in  the  lounge.  This 
time  we  spent  together  was  meaningful  and  extraordinary. 
Our  connection  with  JYM  caused  us  to  jump  at  the  idea  of 
a youth  coordinator  who  would  be  a support  in  doing  the 
logistical  planning  of  gatherings  throughout  the  year  as  well 
as  PYM,  and  we  are  in  full  support. 

A main  issue  that  we  discussed  during  the  week  was  our 
relationship  with  the  PYM  guidelines  and  the  actual  integrity 
of  the  rules  within  our  community. 

At  the  annual  community  night  there  were  a lot  of 
talented  Young  Friends  that  participated  in  various  skits.  Our 
final  and  only  meeting  for  worship  proved  to  be  profound  as 
friends  spoke  about  memories  of  people  at  past  PYMs  and 
their  hopes  for  the  future.  We  ended  the  evening  with 
possible  up  and  coming  Young  Friends,  participating  equally 
in  an  ice  cream  banquet  that  quickly  exploded  into  a big 
sticky  mess. 

Though  it’s  been  a challenging  year  we  managed  to  leave 
with  our  hearts  full,  our  spirits  lightened  and  the  knowledge 
that  both  Young  Friends  and  JYM  are  thriving  entities. 

PYM  Junior  Yearly  Meeting  Epistle 

The  epistle  for  JYM  2007  at  Redlands  covers  the  week 
in  chronological  order,  mostly  to  highlight  our  gradual 
religious  and  social  progression.  On  the  first  day  of  the  week, 
the  community  building  games  and  meetings  we  participated 
in  greatly  increased  our  cohesiveness  as  a group.  The  JYM 
participants  seemed  to  support  the  quick  integration  of  youth 
from  different  age  groups  and  regions  of  California. 

Very  quickly,  to  show  our  desire  to  communicate  with 
the  parents  and  make  them  feel  like  weighty  members  of 
the  community,  we  established  several  business  meetings  in 
which  the  parents  and  sponsors  could  participate. 
Understandably,  they  showed  a large  desire  to  have  a set  of 
guidelines  and  rules  under  which  the  JYM  community  could 
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find  structure.  Together,  we  addressed  the  concerns  raised 
by  the  parents  and  sponsors. 

Our  Tuesday  interest  group  presented  by  Vanessa  Julye 
covering  racism  involved  in  Quaker  history  and  modern 
Quakerism  was  met  with  much  enthusiasm  as  well  as  active 
participation.  Our  conversation  soon  focused  on  the  racism 
the  youth  saw  in  their  own  lives  and  schools,  which  we 
believed  is  not  recognized 

We  also  expressed  a strong  desire  to  continue  the  focus 
group  where  it  left  off.  Respectful  Relationships  further 
focused  our  group  honesty  and  mutual  respect  for  everyone. 

Our  Wednesday  business  meeting  discussed  an  incident 
in  which  one  of  our  rules  had  been  broken  by  members  of 
JYM.  We  established  a consensus  which  we  could  apply  to 
future  transgressions,  and  the  honesty  and  cooperation  of 
the  parties  involved  lightened  our  path. 

The  slight  gloom  presented  by  this  heavy  subject  was 
offset  by  a spectacular  game  of  Capture  the  Flag  involving 
JYM,  Young  Friends,  Upper  Elementary  and  Middle  School 
programs.  In  fact,  the  participants  enjoyed  playing  so  much 
that  we  ended  up  playing  a second  game  with  the  Upper 
Elementary  group  and  JYM  the  next  day. 

Wednesday  evening  involved  doing  service  work  at  the 
Church  of  the  Nazarene.  During  our  time  there  we  helped 
to  paint  a house,  prepared  grocery  bags  for  the  less  fortunate, 
and  served  dinner  to  the  community. 

As  a group  we  attended  the  Meeting  for  Memorials. 
Later  that  night  we  hosted  an  intergenerational  dance,  which, 
despite  being  somewhat  smaller  than  we  had  hoped,  was 
still  loads  of  fun  for  everyone  involved. 

During  that  day,  members  of  JYM  expressed  their 
opinion  that  the  group  during  the  week  had  not  established 
a strong  enough  spiritual  connection,  but  was  very  soon 
remedied  at  a very  active  and  emotional  meeting  for  healing. 

The  Thursday  massage  interest  group,  judging  by  the 
participants  enthusiasm,  was  a very  beneficial  activity  in  the 
view  of  the  Quaker  youths. 

The  PYM  Talent  Night,  also  sometimes  known  as  the 
“talent-free  zone”,  was  hosted  and  organized  by  two  JYM 
members,  Nate  and  Robbie.  It  included  an  entire  section  of 


horrible  banjo  jokes  from  Jacob  Stone,  as  well  as  numerous 
jokes  from  Nate  and  Robbie  during  the  set-up  time  between 
acts.  This  year,  many  of  the  acts  were  performed  by  younger 
aged  Friends,  although  there  were  still  a good  number  of 
acts  from  the  older  PYM  community.  The  acts  ranged  from 
numerous  songs  (many  of  which  included  audience 
participation)  to  exciting  Poi  dancing  with  awesome  glow 
thingies,  also  known  as  “glowy  Poi  things”. 

Nominations  in  the  evening  was  a quickly  progressing 
one  by  Quaker  standards,  made  easier  by  the  large  number 
of  teens  graduating  into  the  Young  Friends  program,  and  a 
desire  to  avoid  the  marathon  session  the  year  before.  Finding 
consensus  on  this  issue,  many  felt  was  evidence  of  the  social 
awareness  of  the  JYM  youths  involved. 

Despite  some  minor  confrontations,  JYM  continues  to 
nurture  people’s  motivation  and  spiritual  growth. 

We  utilized  our  obstacles  to  strengthen  and  enrich  the 
sense  of  spirituality  and  spiritual  community. 

A good  time  was  had  by  all  throughout  the  final  night, 
as  well  as  the  rest  of  the  week. 


PYM  Upper  Elementary  Group  Epistle 

Each  morning  we  enjoyed  singing  songs  like  “George 
Fox,”  “Home  on  the  Range,”  and  “Puff  the  Magic  Dragon” 
with  the  Lower  Elementary  Group. 

For  games  outside,  we  played  parachute,  Frisbee,  or 
paddleball.  Inside,  we  worked  with  our  weekly  theme  of 
integrity  by  playing  the  Lying  Game.  Our  favorite  game 
was  Capture  The  Flag  (with  the  teens). 

The  crafts  we  enjoyed  were  name  necklaces  with  letter 
beads  spelling  our  names.  We  made  unique  clothespin  nature 
dolls.  Beadie  babies,  which  are  creatures  made  out  of  beads 
strung  on  lanyards,  were  almost  everyone’s  fivorite  craft. 

At  the  Memorial  Meeting  we  colored  stained  glass 
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coloring  sheets  and  wove  lanyards  and  other  amusements. 
We  appreciated  Sandy  and  Tom  Farley  and  Eric  Sabelman 
coming  to  our  group  and  telling  stories.  We  also  loved  going 
to  the  pool  almost  every  afternoon. 

Last  and  least  we  wrote  this  epistle  with  a well-organized 
committee. 

We  tried  to  incorporate  everything,  but  we  only  had  so 
much  space  and  time  to  record  our  Friendly  activities. 

Equally  Written  By:  Thea,  Samantha,  Sam,  Sydney 


Minute  on  Friends  General  Conference 
Approved  by  PYM’s  2007  Annual  Session 

Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  approved  this  minute,  proposed  by 
our  representative  to  Friends  General  Conference,  with  the 
understanding  that  the  Presiding  Clerk  will  send  our  invita- 
tion to  the  appropriate  FGC  clerks  and  staff: 

Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  invites  Friends  General  Conference  and 
its  committees  and  programs  to  consider  holding  events  [such  as 
gatherings , institutes , consultations , conferences,  committee  meet- 
ings, etc.]  in  the  geographic  region  of  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting. 


“EarthLight” continued  from  page  6 


stead,  he  uses  public  transportation  and  a bicycle  to  make 
his  rounds  as  an  active  public  Friend. 

• At  Ohio  Valley  Yearly  Meeting  in  2006,  two  Western 
Friends — Carl  Magruder  (Grass  Valley,  CA)  and  Doris  Ferm 
(Bellingham,  WA) — gave  plenary  talks  about  the  environ- 
ment from  a Quaker  spiritual  perspective. 

• Karen  Street  (Berkeley,  CA)  has  been  traveling  among 
Friends,  urging  them  to  take  seriously  the  need  to  curtail 
greenhouse  gases,  even  if  it  means  supporting  the  use  of 
nuclear  power  (which  many  experts  say  is  needed  if  we  are 
to  avert  global  scorching). 

• Some  Northern  California  Friends  observe  a “car-free”  First 
Day,  using  public  transportation  instead  of  driving  to  Meet- 
ing for  Worship. 

• Strawberry  Creek  Meeting  encourages  its  members  to  con- 
tribute a dime  per  mile  into  the  “Dime-o-saur”  for  every 
gallon  of  gasoline  they  consume  while  driving  or  traveling. 

• Some  Meetings  encourage  members  to  use  locally  grown 
and  organic  produce  at  potlucks. 

• A group  of  Friends  called  the  “Animal  Kinship  Commit- 
tee” are  promoting  vegetarianism  for  environmental  as  well 
as  humane  reasons.  During  a panel  discussion  at  Pacific 
Yearly  Meeting’s  annual  session,  Kate  Carpenter  (Orange 
Grove  Meeting,  Pasadena,  CA)  explained  why  meat  pro- 
duction is  a major  source  of  greenhouse  gas.  After  present- 
ing compelling  evidence,  she  quoted  former-rancher-tumed- 
vegetarian  Howard  Lyman  who  observed:  “A  vegan  driving 


a Hummer  produces  less  greenhouse  gases  than  an  omni- 
vore riding  a bicycle.” 

• In  2006  Marshall  Massey  did  a “Big  Walk”  from  Nebraska 
to  the  East  Coast  to  lift  up  environmental  concerns.  Ruah 
Swennerfelt  and  Louis  Cox  of  QEW  plan  to  do  a “Walk  for 
the  Earth”  from  Vancouver,  Canada,  to  San  Diego,  CA,  in 
2007-2008  (about  which  I will  say  more  later). 

• In  2008  Rolene  Walker  (San  Francisco,  CA)  plans  to  do  a 
6,000-mile  “Walk  with  the  Earth”  from  San  Francisco  to 
Santiago,  Chile.  Environmental  as  well  as  other  Quaker  con- 
cerns will  be  highlighted  during  her  two-year  trek.  For  more 
information  see  walkwithearth.org. 

• Sandy  and  Tom  Farley  (Palo  Alto,  CA)  recently  edited  a 
revised  edition  of  EarthCare for  Children , a First  Day  School 
for  Children  (available  through  QEW). 

• The  posthumous  publication  of  The  Sanctuary  of  All  Life 
(also  known  as  Cow-ballah ) by  Quaker  environmental 
“prophet”Jim  Corbett  has  led  many  Friends  to  ponder  more 
deeply  the  religious  implications  of  environmentalism. 
Corbett’s  environmental  legacy  lives  on  not  only  in  words 
but  also  in  deeds,  thanks  to  the  Cascabel  community.  This 
group  of  Friends  in  Arizona  was  inspired  by  Corbett’s  ex- 
ample and  seeks  to  live  in  an  environmentally  and  spiritu- 
ally faithful  relationship  to  the  Sonoran  desert. 

As  editor  of  Friends  Bulletin , I have  done  my  bit  by  ed- 
iting and  promoting  a new  book  called  EarthLight:  Spiritual 
Wisdom  for  an  Ecological  Age.  This  book  has  had  an  enor- 
mous impact  on  many  Friends  and  non-Friends  here  in  the 
West  and  around  the  nation. 

Since  its  beginning  fifteen  years  ago,  EarthLight  maga- 
zine has  helped  Friends  and  other  people  of  faith  to  see  the 
moral  and  spiritual  underpinnnings  of  the  environmental 
movement.  The  first  four  issues  were  edited  by  Chris  Laning, 
a Friend  with  a deep  commitment  to  Quaker  spirituality  as 
well  as  to  the  environmental  movement.  During  her 
editorship,  EarthLight  published  many  outstanding  articles 
by  Friends  who  were  trying  to  understand  environmental- 
ism from  a Quaker  spiritual  perspective.  Its  next  editor,  Paul 
Burks,  was  a Methodist  minister  deeply  influenced  by  the 
ecumenical  movement  and  by  process  theology.  EarthLight 
soon  evolved  into  something  more  than  simply  a vehicle  for 
exploring  the  ecological  dimension  of  Quaker  spirituality, 
however.  It  became  truly  interfaith  in  its  outlook.  In  1996 
the  editorship  passed  to  K.  Lauren  de  Boer,  who  broadened 
(and  deepened)  the  spiritual  perspective  of  EarthLight  even 
more.  Lauren’s  ecological  perspective  was  shaped  to  a great 
extent  by  philosopher/paleontologist  Teilhard  de  Chardin, 
cultural  historian/’geologian” Thomas  Berry  and  mathemati- 
cal cosmologist/visionary  Brian  Swimme — the  founders  of 
the  “Ecozoic  movement. 

EarthLight  magazine  published  articles  by  many  of  the 
world’s  seminal  figures  in  secular  and  religious  thought  about 
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the  place  of  humankind  in  Creation.  The  EarthLight  book 
embodies  what  its  editors  feel  is  the  best  of  this  magazine  as 
well  as  of  Quaker  writings  on  spirituality  and  ecology  dur- 
ing the  past  20  years.  It  includes  such  notable  writers  as 
Johanna  Macy,  Maya  Angelou,  Gary  Snyder,  Brian  Swimme, 
Thomas  Berry,  Terry  Tempest  Williams,  Thich  Nhat  Hanh, 
Keith  Helmuth,  Rex  Ambler,  Jim  Corbett,  Louis  Cox  and 
Ruah  Swennerfelt,  to  name  only  a few. 

Sad  to  say,  EarthLight  no  longer  exists  as  a magazine.  It 
ceased  publication  in  2005  due  to  lack  of  funds,  not  lack  of 
interest.  EarthLight  had  over  4,000  loyal,  committed  read- 
ers who  purchased  nearly  1,500  copies  of  the  EarthLight 
book  within  a few  months  of  its  publication.  That’s  why  I 
say  that  the  demise  of  EarthLight  was  due  to  financial  causes: 
it  is  hard  to  sustain  a high  quality  magazine  like  EarthLight 
without  a strong  donor  base,  grants,  and  advertising. 

Having  always  admired  EarthLight , I was  pleased  when 
I was  approached  by  some  members  of  its  board  of  directors 
and  asked  if  Friends  Bulletin  would  like  to  collaborate  on  a 
book  highlighting  the  best  of  EarthLight.  The  timing  for 
our  book  could  not  have  been  more  perfect.  We  began  our 
publicity  campaign  for  the  book  in  May  of 2006  by  publish- 
ing BeFriending  Creation  as  an  insert  in  our  magazine,  thereby 
making  it  available  to  all  our  1,600  readers.  Since  then,  many 
issues  of  Friends  Bulletin  have  had  a special  focus  on  the 
environment. 


For  the  past  year  Joe  Morris  and  I have  worked  together 
to  promote  environmental  concerns  among  Friends  in  the 
West,  and  I have  shared  our  global  warming  minute  at  In- 
termountain and  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meetings  as  well  at 
the  Friends  General  Conference  gathering  in  Wisconsin.  I 
was  pleased  to  see  that  Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting  is 
showing  interest  in  environmental  concerns.  Doug  Stewart’s 
play  “Mother  Earth  vs.  the  Earth’s  People”  was  produced  by 
Intermountain  YM  Friends  and  drew  an  enthusiastic  re- 
sponse from  the  audience.  Unfortunately,  IMYM  Friends 
were  not  yet  ready  to  affiliate  and  send  a representative  to 
QEW.  But  at  least  they  are  considering  this  concern.  So  far, 
North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  has  shown  no  interest  in  en- 
vironmental concerns  at  the  yearly  meeting  level. 

Hopefully,  the  “Walk  for  the  Earth”  that  Ruah 
Swennerfelt  and  Louis  Cox  are  planning  will  inspire  Friends 
in  the  Northwest  and  elsewhere  to  take  environmental  con- 
cerns more  seriously.  When  I learned  that  Ruah  and  Louis 
planned  a trek  from  Vancouver  to  San  Diego,  I offered  them 
space  in  Friends  Bulletin  to  run  a monthly  column  about 
their  trip  through  the  Western  states. 

Up  to  now,  I have  not  considered  myself  an  environ- 
mental activist,  but  like  many  other  Friends,  I have  been 
concerned  about  the  environment  for  many  years.  I do  what 
I can  to  recycle,  reuse  and  to  reduce  my  consumption  of  fos- 
sil fuels.  But  like  most  Americans,  I am  still  addicted  to  oil. 


Subscribers  can  enter  ErntMieM  thraogb  Moult  Bulletin  and  receive 

50%  eff  any  ef  eur  etber  publications! 


EarthLight:  Spiritual  Wisdom  for  an  Ecological  Age.  Edited  by 
Cindy  Spring  and  Anthony  Manousos.  FB  Publication,  2006. 
Paperbound,  350  pages.  $20  (plus  $4.50  for  postage  and  handling). 

No  discount  for  this  book. 

Compassionate  Listening  and  other  writings  by  Gene  Hoffman, 

Quaker  Peacemaker  and  Mystic.  “For  more  than  half  a century,  Gene 
Hoffman — through  her  essays  and  poetry,  her  workshops  and 
speeches,  her  travels  and  her  witness — has  been  a fountainhead  of 
creative  spirituality  and  courageous  peacemaking.  This  book  will  be  a 
rich  resource  for  those  who  come  after  her.” — Richard  Deats,  Editor 
of  Fellowship  Magazine.  Paperbound,  350  pp.  with  photos  and  index. 
$16.00  (plus  $4.50  postage  & handling).  $8  with  subscriber  discount. 

Quaker  Peace  Testimony  in  Times  ofTerrorism,  by  Robert  Griswold. 

Reflections  upon  the  spiritual  basis  for  Friends’  peacemaking  efforts 
during  this  time  of  “perpetual  war  for  perpetual  peace.”  Single  copy: 
$3.50  (plus  $.50  for  postage  8c  handling).  $2  with  subscriber  dis- 
count. 

Islam  from  a Quaker  Perspective,  This  pamphlet  explores  the  spiri- 
tuality of  fasting,  examines  the  Islamic  faith  in  relation  to  Friends’ 
testimonies  and  provides  a brief  overview  of  Quaker  involvement  in 
the  Middle  East.  Single  copy:  $3.50  (plus  $.50  postage  8c handling). 
$2  with  subscriber  discount. 


A Western  Quaker  Reader,  Writings  by  and  about  Independent 

Quakers  in  the  Western  United  States.  First  historical  work  about 
Western  Quakerism  written  from  the  viewpoint  of  Independent 
Friends  in  the  Western  USA.  354  pp.  paper.  $16.00  (plus  $4.50 
postage  8c  handling).  $8  with  subscriber  discount. 

To  order,  indicate  number  of  items  you  want  and  send 
this  page  with  a check  made  out  to  “Friends  Bulletin” 
to:  Friends  Bulletin,  3223  Danaha  St , Torrance  CA 
90505. 
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Or  maybe  it’s  better  to  say,  I’m  in  a re- 
covery program.  It’s  called  the  “spiritual 
ecology  movement.” 

Like  many  addicts,  I need  all  the 
help  that  I can  muster  to  deal  with  a very 
serious  addiction  that  not  only  impacts 
me  but  the  world  I live  in  and  love. 

I also  know  that  it’s  not  enough  for 
me  to  heal  myself  of  this  addiction.  I need 
to  work  with  others  to  find  spiritual  and 
social  solutions  to  this  global  crisis. 

As  a recovering  fossil  fuel  addict,  I 
have  found  EarthLight  very  helpful.  As 
I have  read  and  meditated  on  the  writ- 
ings of  EarthLight , my  appreciation  for 
the  sacredness  of  life  and  of  the  earth 
has  deepened  and  I feel  motivated  to  do 
more  than  I have  done  in  the  past  to  help 
heal  the  earth.  I know  now  that  the  earth 
and  I are  not  separate  but  one  body,  as 
Joanna  Macy  points  out  in  her  essay 
“The  Turning.”  If  the  earth  is  feverish, 
and  dying,  then  so  am  I.  What  I do  to 
help  preserve  the  earth  I do  for  myself 
and  for  those  I love. 

As  a result,  my  behavior  has  also 
changed  in  sometimes  small,  and  some- 
times dramatic  ways.  I feel  as  commit- 
ted to  helping  to  preserve  the  earth  as  I 
felt  committed  to  helping  my  mother 
when  she  was  dying  of  cancer  twenty  or 
so  years  ago.  When  I use  cloth  bags  in- 
stead of  plastic,  when  I walk  or  bike  in- 
stead of  drive,  when  I hang  up  clothes 
to  dry  instead  of  using  a dryer,  I feel  as 
if  I am  doing  these  actions  out  of  love 
for  the  earth,  the  source  of  life.  And 
when  I contact  my  legislators  to  prod 
them  about  environmental  legislation,  I 
also  feel  what  John  Woolman  called  “a 
motion  of  love.”  If  your  loved  one  were 
dying,  wouldn’t  you  be  motivated  to  do 
all  you  could  to  make  that  person  healthy 
again?  And  if  you  yourself  were  sick  or 
dying,  wouldn’t  wellness  be  your  top  pri- 
ority? 

I hope  that  this  book  will  have  an 
equally  profound  effect  upon  the  way 
you  see  the  world,  and  the  way  you  act 
in  the  world.  And  I hope  that  the  re- 
birth of  the  Quaker  environmental 
movement  here  in  California  will  spread 
through  the  West  and  among  Friends 
everywhere.  □ 


Good  Stewardship 

Through  Socially  Responsible  Investing 
and  Planned  Giving 

Since  1898  Friends  Fiduciary  Corporation’s  mission  has 
been  to  assist  Friends  meetings  and  organizations  in  the 
stewardship  of  their  financial  resources,  guided  by  F'riends 
Testimonies  and  Concerns.  Our  services  include: 

Socially  Responsible  Investing 
Trusteeship 

Charitable  Gift  Annuities 
and  other  Planned  Giving 

For  more  information  on  how  FFC’s  knowledge , experience  and 
expertise  ran  help  your  organisation  be  good  stewards  of  the  funds 
entmsted  to  you , please  contact  our  staff  or  visit  our  website. 


FRIENDS  FIDUCIARY 

C ORPORATION 

An  independent  Quaker  nonprofit  corporation 
1515  Cherry  Street,  Philadelphia,  PA  19102 
215-241-7272  or  info@friendsfidueiary.org 
w w w.  f r i e nds  f i d u e i a r y . o rg 
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Friends  World  Committee 
for  Consultation 

SECTION  OF  THE  AMERICAS 


Comite  Mundia!  de  Consult# 
% de  ios  Amigos 

SECCION  DE  LAS  AMERICAS 


www.fwccamericas.org 


Why  I am 
remembering 
FWCC  in  my 
estate  plans... 

Because  I believe  that 
Friends'  testimonies  and 
practices  will  continue  to  be 
relevant  for  my  children's 
children's  children  and 
beyond ' / am  including 
FWCC  in  my  will. 

Elizabeth  Mertic, 

Presiding  Clerk  of  Illinois  Yearly 
Meeting,  currently  serves  as  Clerk 


You  won't  be  alone.  With  the  gifts  of  Friends  who  have  remembered  FWCC  in 
their  wills,  our  work  has  been  able  to  continue  for  70  years.  A bequest  naming 
FWCC  as  a beneficiary  is  one  of  the  simplest  ways  to  sustain  FWCC's  mission. 
Bequests  can  be  stated  as  a percentage  or  as  a residual  of  your  estate,  or  as  a 
specific  dollar  amount.  We  can  help  you  with  specific  language. 


Friends  World  Committee  for  Consultation 
Section  of  the  Americas 

1506  Race  Street,  Philadelphia  PA  19102,  USA 
215.,  241, 7250 
americas^fwccamerkas.org 


Leave  Your  Legacy 

By  Making  a Gift  in  Your  Will  to  FWCC 
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“Peace  for  Earth” 

WALKERS  COMING  SOON 

to  a Meeting  near  you! 

Supporting  Ecologically  Concerned 
Western  Friends  One  Step  at  a Time 


by  Louis  Cox  and  Ruah  Swennerfelt 
Quaker  Earthcare  Witness 


Look  for  announcements  in  your 
Meeting  bulletin  about  the  time  and 
place  for  a special  “Peace  for  Earth” 
gathering  in  your  community  by  Ruah 
Swennerfelt  and  Louis  Cox  of 
Burlington,  VT,  Friends  Meeting, 
sometime  this  winter  or  late  spring. 

Beginning  November  12,  2007, 
Ruah  and  Louis  will  embark  on  a 
1,400-mile  “Peace  for  Earth  Walk” 
from  Vancouver,  British  Columbia,  to 
San  Diego,  CA,  following  Meetings 
with  Friends  in  Montreal  and  Toronto 
during  a train  ride  across  Canada.  Dur- 
ing this  six-month  sabbatical  from  their 
work  as  staff  for  Quaker  Earthcare 
Witness,  they  will  hold  gatherings  at 
some  50  Friends  Meetings  and 
churches  in  Canada,  Washington,  Or- 
egon, and  California  to  talk  about  how 
John  Woolman’s  call  to  Friends  250 
years  ago  to  live  in  right  relationship 
with  all  of  Creation  is  just  as  relevant 
in  the  21st  century. 

By  traveling  on  foot,  with  no  es- 
cort vehicle,  they  will  be  following  the 
example  ofWoolman,  who  walked  from 
Meeting  to  Meeting  to  share  his  con- 
cern about  the  spiritual  health  and  so- 
cial relevance  of  the  Religious  Society 
of  Friends.  Desiring  to  engage  people 
at  a deep,  personal  level,  they  are  choos- 
ing to  stay  with  Friends  along  the  way, 
as  Woolman  often  did.  Using  modern 
transportation  might  increase  the  num- 
ber of  Meetings  they  could  visit,  but 
their  more  deliberate  mode  of  travel  is 


also  aimed  at  raising  consciousness  of 
the  spiritual  and  environmental  benefits 
of  “slowing  down  to  the  real  speed  of 
life.” 

Why  did  they  choose  the  West? 

• They  knew  that  Quaker  organizations 
have  tended  to  focus  their  activities  and 
outreach  on  Friends  in  the  East  and 
Midwest.  Consequently,  Western 
Friends  often  feel  isolated  from  other 
Friends  across  the  country.  Ruah  and 
Louis  are  coming  to  offer  support  and 
to  share  their  insights  about  the  spiri- 
tual basis  of  Friends’  ecological  concerns 
from  their  years  of  working  with 
Quaker  Earthcare  Witness. 

• They  are  also  coming  to  listen  and 
learn  from  Western  Friends’  experiences 
and  understandings  of  current  ecologi- 
cal crises.  Although  Quaker  Earthcare 
Witness  grew  partly  out  of  the  ecologi- 
cal concerns  that  emerged  among 
Western  Friends  more  than  20  years 
ago,  they  expect  Western  Friends’  per- 
spectives to  be  different  from  theirs. 

• They  want  to  better  understand  the 
ecological  issues  that  are  identified  with 
the  Northwest,  such  as  logging,  fisher- 
ies, and  hydroelectric  developments; 
and  with  the  Southwest,  such  as  elec- 
trical blackouts  and  brownouts,  trans- 
portation, water  allocation,  agriculture, 
and  air  quality.  Some  of  these  issues 
overlap  with  those  of  the  Northeast,  but 
they  want  to  learn  more. 


• They  have  not  had  much  contact  with 
Evangelical  Friends  in  the  West,  and 
they  hope  to  get  to  know  them  better. 

• Finally,  the  weather  also  tends  to  be  a 
bit  milder  out  West  during  the  winter 
months  than  in  New  England,  and 
they’re  looking  forward  to  a break  from 
all  that  snow-shoveling! 

Although  Woolman  is  best  known 
for  his  witness  against  slavery  and  other 
social  injustices,  he  also  was  increasingly 
aware  that  many  Friends  had  lost  touch 
with  their  historic  witness  for  Truth  by 
getting  caught  up  in  materialism,  over- 
work, and  insensitivity  toward  non-hu- 
man creatures.  Ruah  and  Louis  too  are 
acting  on  an  evolving  understanding — 
that  Friends  who  are  working  for  peace 
and  social  justice  can  realize  their  full 
potential  only  when  they  reach  down 
to  the  spiritual  core  of  these  concerns. 
At  that  core,  they  will  see  that  peace 
and  justice  depend  on  finding  solutions 
to  such  ecological  problems  as  global 
warming,  toxic  contamination,  loss  of 
biodiversity,  and  our  society’s  unsustain- 
able use  of  fossil  fuels  and  other  re- 
sources. 

Woolman  warned  his  generation 
about  “a  great  injury  to  succeeding  ages” 
because  of  their  “strivings  after  ease  and 
luxury  and  outward  greatness.”  His  pro- 
phetic message  is  relevant  today  because 
so  many  wars  are  based  on  unjust  and 
unsustainable  use  of  nonrenewable  re- 
sources. Manifold  social  and  ecological 
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disruptions  are  rooted  in  the  combined 
effects  of  over-consumption  and  popu- 
lation pressures. 

This  growing  understanding  has 
called  Ruah  and  Louis  to  make  radical 
changes  in  their  own  lifestyles  and  to 
work  for  critical  public  policy  changes. 
They  hope  that  their  words  and  actions 
during  this  journey  will  be  a catalyst  for 
others  to  take  similar  actions.  They  also 
hope  that  these  interactions  with 
Friends  from  a broad  cross-section  of 
the  Religious  Society  of  Friends  will 
enhance  their  work  with  QEW,  as  well 
as  help  them  discern  changes  needed 
in  their  own  lives. 

They  probably  would  not  be  un- 
dertaking this  dramatic  and  daunting  ef- 
fort if  it  were  not  for  their  conviction  that 
we  are  living  in  a time  of  planetary  crisis 
at  many  levels,  all  of  which  are  reflections 
of  a deep  spiritual  crisis.  They  hear  a call 
from  the  Creator  to  leave  a healthy,  peace- 
ful, and  just  planet  for  future  generations. 
You  can  find  their  itinerary  and  follow 
the  “Peace  for  Earth  Walk”  through  their 
website:  www.peaceforearth.org.  And 
hopefully  you  will  meet  them  along  the 
way!  □ 


Memorial  Minutes 


Nancy  Adamson 


Nancy  Byles  Varney  Adamson’s  life 
ended  on  March  25,  2007,  peacefully, 


Providing  grants  in  support  of 
micro-enterprise  development  in 


south  India,  Africa,  and  among  Friends. 

Learn  more  at  www.rswr.org 

• Make  a donation 

• Sign  up  for  the  RSWR  newsletter 

• Contact  us  for  a program  at  your 
meeting  or  church. 

101  Quaker  Hill  Dr.,  Richmond,  IN  47374 

765.966.0314 


with  all  her  family  present.  She  was 
survived  by  her  husband  of  50  years,  Jerry 
Adamson,  her  children,  Helen  Adamson 
Sancho,  Mel  Adamson,  Susan  Ellis, 
David  Adamson  and  Arthur  Adamson; 
daughters-in-law,  Katy  Adamson  and 
Claire  Harper,  sons-in-law,  Ferran 
Sancho  and  Sherill  Ellis;  13 
grandchildren;  sisters  Helen  Rubardt  and 
Marilyn  Siden;  many  nieces  and 
nephews.  Beloved  of  all,  she  will  be 
missed  by  her  family  and  a vast  and  varied 
array  of  friends. 

Born  to  Frank  and  Muriel  Varney  on 
October  28,  1937,  in  San  Francisco, 
Nancy  grew  up  in  Berkeley,  where  her 
family  kept  two  horses  in  Tilden  Park. 
All  the  children  enjoyed  riding,  but 
Nancy  was  the  real  horse-lover.  After 
graduating  from  Berkeley  High  School 
in  1954,  she  attended  UC  Davis  and  UC 
Berkeley,  for  three  semesters.  Her  favorite 
subject  was  anthropology.  In  the  fall  of 
1956,  she  met  Jerry  Adamson  through  a 
member  of  Berkeley  Meeting  who  knew 
them  both,  though  neither  was  a member 
then,  and  were  subsequently  married 

They  became  members  in  September 
of  1987.  Serving  in  many  capacities — 
from  Hospitality  Committee  to  Clerk  of 
Ministry  and  Oversight,  Nancy 
contributed  immeasurably  to  Friends’ 
work,  combining  direct  speech  and  quick 
insight  with  humor  and  quirky 
observations  that  never  failed  to  delight. 
Her  wide-ranging  knowledge  about 
everything  from  Latin  names  of  plants 
to  the  history  of  Berkeley  to  current  issues 
made  her  a popular  resource — ask  a 
question  and  chances  were  Nancy  would 
have  an  answer.  For  several  years,  she  was 
a mainstay  of  midweek  meeting  for 
worship  in  the  home  of  a Friend,  sharing 
her  deep  spiritual  understanding  and 
honest  questions  and  doubts  about  how 
we  best  fulfill  our  lives  here  on  earth. 
Nancy  was  drawn  to  Quaker  principles 
and  unprogrammed  worship,  but  she 
questioned  how  well  present-day  Quakers 
practiced  the  fundamental  value  of  all 
individuals — living  the  testimonies: 
simplicity,  integrity,  unity,  equality,  and 
peace,  which  she  took  as  her  personal 
guides.  Nancy  attended  a session  on 
prayer  led  by  Liza  Hauswald-Klein,  a 
Berkeley  Friend  who  was  studying  for  the 


ministry  at  the  Graduate  Theological 
Union.  She  was  struck  by  Liza’s  clarity 
of  teaching  and  her  spirituality,  and  felt 
drawn  to  Liza’s  project,  Home  Place,  a 
daytime  shelter  for  homeless  women  and 
children.  Nancy  volunteered  there,  and 
once  Liza  was  ordained,  attended  her 
services  at  the  small  Methodist  church 
on  Marin  Avenue,  rarely  missing  a 
sermon,  though  it  meant  missing  Quaker 
meeting.  She  sang  in  the  choir,  helped 
with  church  activities  and  contributed  her 
famous  stuffed  grape  leaves  to  potlucks. 
She  wrestled  with  the  question  of 
whether  to  resign  membership  in  Friends 
Meeting,  but  chose  to  keep  that  tie  to  a 
long-loved  community  of  Friends.  When 
Liza  was  sent  to  a more  distant 
assignment,  Nancy  returned  for  a time  to 
9:00  Meeting  for  Worship  at  Vine  Street, 
though  she  continued  to  seek  spiritual 
nourishment  from  many  sources, 
including  friends  and  family,  her  daily 
meditation  practice,  and  the  natural 
world. 

Nancy  was  also  a tireless  friend  and 
caretaker  of  elderly  neighbors,  and  had  a 
knack  for  giving  while  preserving  a 
recipient’s  dignity.  She  bought  groceries 
and  did  errands  that  permitted  aging 
friends  to  stay  in  their  long-  loved  homes 
to  the  end  of  life,  and  in  three  cases,  after 
the  death  of  childless  friends,  took  on  the 
huge  task  of  sorting  the  personal 
belongings  accumulated  over  a lifetime, 
as  a way  of  honoring  her  friends’  lives. 
Jerry  never  knew  how  she  did  it  all,  but 
knows  her  roots  were  watered  by  her 
constant  reading,  regular  reflections  in  her 
journal  and  quiet  hours  in  the  garden. 

In  August  of 2000,  Jerry  underwent 
a second  heart  surgery  after  which 
complications  took  him  to  the  edge  of 


Quaker  House 

Fayetteville/Ft.  Bragg  NC 
Front-Line  Peace  Witness 
Since  1969 

Get  Our  Free  Packet 
Howto  He^  STOP  Torture. 

Quaker  House 
223  Hillside  Ave. 
Fayetteville  NC  28301 
www.quakerhouse.org 
Chuck  Fager,  Director 
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death.  Nancy,  who  never  gave  up  hope 
despite  the  doctors  dire  predictions, 
stayed  at  his  bedside,  sleeping  on  chairs 
and  later  a cot  in  his  hospital  room. 
When  he  recovered,  against  all 
expectations,  they  traded  houses  with  a 
neighbor  until  Jerry  could  climb  the  steps 
of  their  home. 

On  April  7,  2007,  at  her  memorial 
service,  many  voices  testified  to  Nancy’s 
rare  talent  for  friendship:  her  intent  focus, 
her  vivid  presence  in  the  moment,  her 
inexhaustible  and  unconditional  love.  In 
spite  of  being  a hub  for  so  many,  many 
people,  “she  had  the  grace  of  not  looking 
over  your  shoulder,  or  being  preoccupied 
with  something  else  on  her  mind... She 
made  (each  one)  feel  cherished, 
examined,  interesting.”  “She  painted 
people — painted  them  Lovable.  Funny. 
Talented.  Smart — And  we  became  that.” 

We  carry  the  memory  of  her  bright 
presence  in  our  hearts  as  an  inspiration 
and  comfort.  □ 


2008 
QUAKER 
YOUTH 
PILGRIMAGE 

To  Scotland,  Ireland  and 
England 

July  18- August  15,  2008 
Seeking 

14  young  Friends  ages  16-18 

Deadline  for  Applications 

November  30,  2007 

Application  and  information  at 

www.fwccamericas.org 

A Pilgrimage  begins  a 
lifetime  of  Spiritual  Growth 

Contact  Friends  World  Committee  for 
Consultation  Section  of  the  Americas, 
1506  Race  St,  Phila.,  PA  19102,(215) 
241-7250,  QYP@fwccamericas.org 


Calendar. 


Nov  2-4 : Let  Your  Life  Speak:  Explor- 
ing our  Questions  of  Vocation  in  a Circle 
ofTrust.  Susan  Murphy.  Ben  Lomond 
Quaker  Center. 

Nov  8-11:  Southern  California  Quar- 
terly Meeting.  Temescal  Canyon.  See 
scqm.org. 

Nov  19-21:  College  Park  Quarterly 
Meeting  at  the  Sierra  Friends  Center. 

See  collegepark.quaker.org. 

Dec  1-  3:  The  Annual  Silent  Retreat. 

An  extended  experience  of  Quaker 
meeting  for  worship.  Alice  Talbott.  Ben 
Lomond  Quaker  Center. 

Dec  27, 2007-Jan  1, 2008:  The  Annual 
Year  End  Retreat.  Our  annual  week  of 
retreat,  reflection,  and  good  company. 

Ben  Lomond  Quaker  Center. 


African  Summer  Workcamps 

2008.  AGLI,  the  African  Great  Lakes  Ini- 
tiative of  Friends  Peace  Teams,  is  sponsoring 
5 intergenerational  workcamps  in  Burundi, 
Kenya,  and  Rwanda.  A two-day  Orientation 
begins  June  22,  208,  near  Washington  DC. 
Workcamps  end  on  July  26.  Workcampers 
will  assist  with  building  or  rebuilding  clin- 
ics, schools  and  peace  centers  - no  skills 
needed.  Visit  our  website  at  http:// 
www.aglionline.org  or  contact  Dawn 
Rubbert  via  dawn@aglionline.org. 

Western  Young  Friends  New 
Years  Gathering:  the  oldest  indepen- 
dent Quaker  Youth  Gathering  on  the  West 
Coast, invites  you  to  enjoy  ringing  in  the  New 
Year  with  silence,  worship,  community  and 
empowerment  in  a natural  setting.  We  will 
gather  froml2/27/07  through  1/2/08  at  Si- 
erra Friends  Center.  Cost  is  $140,  but  slid- 
ing scale,  work  exchange,  and  some  scholar- 
ships are  available.We  request  that  you  ask 
your  Monthly  Meeting  for  financial  assis- 
tance first,  but  talk  to  us  before  you  decide 
you  can’t  afford  it.  Vegetarian,  Vegan,  and 
Allergen  free  food  is  included.  WYFNYG  is 
composed  primarily  of  Friends  between  the 
ages  of  18  and  25,  but  we  welcome  all  friendly 
open  minded  individuals  who  come  bearing 
good  intentions  and  are  willing  to  follow  the 
consensus  of  the  group  and  to  use  Quaker 
process  at  the  Gathering.  To  register  please 
visit  our  website  at  http://nyg.phoenixflight.net, 
and/or  contact  Michael  Eastwood,  registrar,  at 
626-394-9074  or  mbeastwood@yahoo.com. 


Classifieds 


Quaker  Life — informing  and  equip- 
ping Friends  around  the  world.  Free 
sample  available  upon  request.  Join  our  family  of 
Friends  for  one  year  (10  issues)  at  $24.  For  infor- 
mation contact: 

Quaker  Life 
101  Quaker  Hill  Drive 
Richmond,  IN  47374 
Phone:  765-962-7573 
E-mail:  QuakerLife@fum.org 
Website:  www.fum.org 

Pendle  Hill  Pamphlets 

P-sj  are  timely  essays  on  many 

mm]  facets  of  Quaker  life,  thought 
If  P ij  and  spirituality,  readable  at  one 
sitting.  Subscribe  to  receive  six 
pamphlets/year  for  $25  (US). 
Also  available:  every 

pamphlet  published  previously  by  Pendle 
Hill,  including  recent  pamphlets  by 
Warren  Ostrom,  Marge  Abbott,  Robert 
Griswold  and  Steve  Smith.  800-742-3150 
ext.  2 or  bookstore@pendlehill.org. 

FRIENDS  JOURNAL  is  more  than  a 
magazine  — it’s  a ministry  of  the  written 
word.  Friends  worldwide 
find  community  in  each 
issue  full  of  award- 
winning articles,  opinions, 
poetry,  news,  and  art.  Call 
us  toll-free  at  800-471- 
6863  and  mention  offer 
code  FB2007  to  receive  12  monthly  issues 
for  $35,  saving  42%  off  the  cover  price! 
FRIENDS  JOURNAL,  1216  Arch  St., 
2A,  Philadelphia,  PA  19107.  Visit  us  on 
the  web  at  <www.friendsjournal.org>. 


VINTAGE  Books,  Quaker  Books.  Rare  and 
out-of-print  journals,  history,  religion.  Con- 
tact us  for  specific  wants.  181  Hayden  Rowe 
St,  Hopkinton,  MA  01748.  Phone:  508-435- 
3499.  Email;  vintage@gis.net. 

2007  Advertising  Rates:  $.47  per 

word  for  CLASSIFIED  ADS.  Minimum 
charge,  $9.  Box  ads:  1 0%  extra.  Ads  should 
be  prepaid,  if  possible.  Deadline:  six 
weeks  prior  to  publication.  Display  ADS: 
$16  per  column  inch.  % page  ad  ( 4 x4V2 ): 
$97 — 1 column  ad  ( 2V2  x 10):  $139 — 2 
column  ad  (5  x 10):  $239 — % page  ad 
(7V4  x 4V2):  $1 69 — Full  page  (7V2  x 10): 
$299.  Discounts:  10% for  3 consecutive 
appearances,  25%  for  10  consecutive  ap- 
pearances of  ad. 
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Schools,  Retreat  Centers, 
Camps,  and  Retirement  Homes 

Ben  Lomond  Quaker  Center:  Personal 

retreats,  family  reunions,  weddings,  retreats,  and 

our  own  schedule  of  Quaker  programs.  Among 

the  redwoods,  near  Santa  Cruz,  CA.  831-336- 

8333.  http://www.quakercenter.org. 

**** 

FRIENDS  House  is  a small,  multi-level  re- 
tirement community  in  the  Redwood  coun- 
try north  of  San  Francisco.  Operated  by  the 
Friends  Association  of  Services  for  the  Eld- 
erly, it  maintains  individual  garden  apart- 
ments and  houses,  assisted  living,  and  skilled 
nursing  facilities.  A California  Continuing 
Care  Retirement  Community,  Friends  House 
has  strong  Quaker  values:  simplicity,  indepen- 
dence, peace,  optional  daily  worship.  Visit  our 
website  at  www.friendshouse.org  CCRC/ 
RCFE  license  #496801929.  Friends  House, 
684  Benicia  Drive,  Santa  Rosa,  CA  95409 
707-538-0152. 

**** 

The  Woolman  Semester  offers  Friends 
education  to  students  in  grades  11-13  focused 
on  peace,  justice  and  ecological  sustainability 
while  earning  a full  semester  of  high  school 
credit.  A 3-week  service-learning  trip  yields 
120  hours  of  community  service  credit. 
Through  the  challenges  of  a rigorous  curricu- 
lum, simple  living  in  a Quaker  community,  a 
weeklong  wilderness  trip  and  service  work, 
students  gain  understanding  and  leadership 
skills  for  their  work  in  the  world.  After  thriv- 
ing in  an  academic  setting  away  from  home, 
Woolman  graduates  stand  out  as  college  ap- 
plicants and  have  a sense  of  purpose  for 
their  education.  Financial  Aid  and  Quaker 
Scholarships  support  all  qualified  teens  re- 
gardless of  financial  needs.  Visit 
www.woolman.org  or  call  Kathy  Runyan  at 
530-273-3183  ext.  12. 

William  Penn  House  & Washington 
Quaker  Workcamps.  Quaker  Center  on 
Capitol  Hill  offers  worship,  hospitality,  meet- 
ing space,  workcamp  opportunities  for 
youth,  peace  studies  and  other  seminars 
for  educators  and  students  of  all  ages. 
http://www.WmPennHouse.org, 
mailto:info@WmPennHouse.org.  202- 
543-5560.  515  East  Capitol  St  SE, 

Washington,  DC  20003. 

**** 

Positions  Vacant:  William  Penn 
House  & Washington  Quaker 

WORKCAMPS.  Program/Workcamp  intern- 
ship and  Hospitality  internship,  both  full 
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time  Register  and  greet  guests,  work  with 
workcamps,  peace  studies  and  international 
program  seminars.  Become  an  intern  and  truly 
experience  Washington.  Stipend,  room  and 
board  and  health  insurance,  http:// 
www.WmPennHouse.org, 
mailto:info@WmPennHouse.org.  202-543- 
5560.  515  East  Capitol  St  SE,  Washington, 
DC  20003. 

**** 

Wellsprings  Friends  School: 

alternative,  accredited  high  school  grades  9- 
12,  non-residential.  “A  climate  of  affirmation” 
rooted  in  the  Quaker  spirit  of  community, 
nonviolence,  honoring  the  Light  in  every 
person.  3590  W 18th  Avenue,  Eugene,  OR 
97402.  For  more  information,  visit 
www.wellspringsfriends.org,  or  call  541-686- 
1223. 

Services 

Join  the  folks  at  Friendly  Horse 
Acres  for  a day  at  a horse  farm. 
All  ages  welcome.  Camps  are  set  up  to 
encourage  confidence  in  people  who  are 
fearful  of  horses,  as  well  as  more  experi- 
enced horse  lovers.  Learn  to  see  the  world 
from  the  horse’s  point  of  view.  Visit 
www.friendlyhorseacres.com.  Phone: 
360-825-3628.  Email:  friendlaverne 

@fr  iendlyhorseacres.com. 

Tours  and  Opportunities 

Consider  a Costa  Rica  Study  Tour 

Visit  the  Quaker  community  of  Monteverde. 
See  the  cloud  forest  and  two  oceans.  Write  Sa- 
rah Stuckey,  Apdo  46-5655,  Monteverde,  Costa 
Rica.  Phone/FAX:  011-506-645-5436  or 
937-728-9887  or  Email:  crstudy@racsa.co.cr. 

Website:  www.crstudytours.com. 

**** 

Wolf  Creek  Commons  is  a developing 

co-housing  community  in  Grass  Valley, 

California  (Sierra  Nevada  foothills).  Wolf 

Creek  borders  our  forested  site  which  is 

within  easy  walking  distance  of  public 

transportation,  markets  and  other  stores.  A 

vibrant  intergenerational  community,  we 

welcome  children.  Expected  move-in,  Fall  2008. 

530-478-5778.  www.wolfcreekcommons.org. 
**** 

Consider  the  Arizona  Friends  Com- 
munity FOR  YOUR  NEXT,  OR  YOUR  SECOND, 
HOME.  360  degree  mountain  views,  4,000  ft 
elevation,  often  near-perfect  weather,  among 
good  friends.  Write  Roy  Joe  and  Ruth 
Stuckey,  6567  N San  Luis  Obispo  Drive, 
Douglas,  AZ  85607.  Website: 
arizonafriends.com. 
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**** 

Quaker  Writers,  Editors,  and 
Publishers  are  invited  to  join  QUIP 
(Quakers  Uniting  in  Publishing).  An 

international  “self  help”  organization  of 
theologically  diverse  Friends  concerned  with 
the  ministry  of  the  written  word.  Contact 
Graham  Garner  at  grahamG@fgcquaker.org. 

Website:  www.quaker.org/quip. 

***** 

Friends  planning  to  move  can  request 
assistance  from  David  Brown,  a 
QUAKER  Realtor.  David  will  refer  you  to  a 
real  estate  professional  to  assist  you  with  buy- 
ing and / or  selling  a house  anywhere  in  the  USA. 
Email:  Davidhbrown@mindspring.com. 

Quaker  Commercial  Realtor 

specializing  in  income  property  sales  and  1031 
replacements  nationally.  Call  Allen 

Stockbridge,  JD,  CCIM  at  877-658-3666. 

***** 

Join  the  Fellowship  of  Quakers  in 
THE  Arts  ($25/year),  and  share  your  work 
with  Friends  in  our  exciting  quarterly,  Types 
& Shadows.  Seeking  short  fiction  & non- 
fiction, poetry,  drawings,  B&W  photos,  and 
news  of  Quaker  art.  Help  create  a new  chapter 
in  Quaker  history!  More  info:  FQA,  1515 
Cherry  St,  Philadelphia,  PA  19102.  Email 
submissions  OK.  fqa@quaker.org 
www.  quaker.  org/fqa. 

**** 

Berkeley  Monthly  Meeting  Library 
Committee  is  selling  2008  Quaker 
HlSTORYCALENDARS,  all  profits  going  to 
Friends  Committee  on  Legislation  of  CA. 
We’ll  mail  them  postage  free,  w/  minimum 
order  of  10  @ S3  each.  Meetings  can  resell  or 
individuals  can  purchase  them  for  gifts.  For 
more  info  e-mail:  Berkmm@earthlink.net. 

New  Editor  Sought  For 
Friends  Bulletin.  The  expected 
starting  date  for  the  new  editor  will 
be  summer  2008.  Email  letter  of 
interest  to  Rob  Roy  Woodman, 
rwoodman@sbcglobal.net,  subject 
line:  Friends  Bulletin  editor. 


Concerned (Singles 

links  compatible,  socially  conscious  singles 
who  care  about  peace,  social  justice,  diversity, 
gender  equity,  and  the  health  of  the  planet. 
Nationwide/ Canada. 

All  ages.  Since  1984. 
free  sample:  Box  444-FB, 

Lenox  Dale,  MA  01242 

413-243-4350  or  www.concernedsingles.com 


Would  you  like  to 
God?  * Find  space  and  time  for 


# Find  support  for  discernment  and  spiritual  deepening 
Practice  meaningful  service  to  others  in  community 
* Enjoy  inspiring  courses  and  workshops 

This  diverse  community  of  scholars,  activists,  artists,  and 
seekers  has  been  fertile  ground  for  creative  collaboration,  self- 
reflection,  and  deep  friendships.  Here,  I am  living  into  a radical 
faith  and  expressing  my  creative  self  with  passion  and  joy. 

■’  - Genevieve  Wimp-McCann, 

Minnie  jane  Quaker  Artist  in  Residence  Scholar,  2006-2007 


Termlong  Courses  include 

Discerning  Our  Calls,  with  Marceile  Martin 

Sacred  image,  Sacred  Word:  An  Exploration  of  Book  Arts, 

with  Carol  Sexton 

in  the  Beginning  Was  the  Word,  with  Waiter  Hjelt  Sullivan 


Short  Courses  include 

John's  Gospel:  A New  Translation  for  Quakers 
and  Other  Contemplatives,  with  Chris  Ravndal 
A Mindfulness  Meditation  Retreat,  with  Mary  Grace  Orr 
The  Unifying  Legacy  of  Rufus  Jones, 

W,  Angell 


Pendle  Hill  changed 
my  life,  This  wonderful 
space  gave  me  the 
opportunity  to  heal,  to 
grow,  and  to  live  into 
God's  joy. 

Tow  Affleck,  resident  student, 
Fail  2006 


Through  Pendle  Hill's  Resident  Program,  i have 
gained  a deeper  sense  of  what  it  means  to  live 
in  a diverse  community  and  to  be  a friend,  and  a 
Friend,  doing  God's  work  in- the  world. 

•Munot  Harris,  resident  student,  2006-2007 


Now  accepting 
applications  for  Winter 
and  Spring  terms 

Can't  come  for  a term? 

Take  a four-day  Short  Course. 


A QUAKER  CENTER  FOR  STUDY  AND  CONTEMPLATION 
338  Plush  Mill  Road  * Wallingford,  PA  19086 
www.pendiehifl.oig; 


610.566.4507  ext.  3 or  800.742.3150  ext.  3 
admissions@pendlehill.org 


Pendle  Hill 


Contact  us  to  find  out  more 


